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to turn them back to God. In this photograph the Bibles are stacked on the platform of 
the auditorium of the Los Angeles General Hospital, the red edges of a number of them 
forming a cross against a black background. An article in this issue tells of the occasion 

last summer when these Bibles were presented to the Hospital by the Gideons. 5 
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Times are there to serve you. There are 
many things advertised to meet your needs. 
Therefore the regular reading of the adver- 
tisements will prove well worth while. 





























Christ Chose 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Luke 9: 23, 24; John 15: 1l6a 


Y FAMILY —- what would they say 
Should I give all to Christ today ? 


Or would my comrades think me add 
If I should choose the pata He trod? 


Shall I give up each cherished whim 
And crucify myself for Him ? 


I ponder long. Which shall it be— 
Christ Jesus or the world for me? 


Then, hark! I hear the crucified 
And risen Lord so long denied: 


*« My child,’’ He whispers tenderly, 
*‘I made achoice. I died for thee.’ 


ye 
“Whom Having Not Seen” 


To many of God’s children Christ 
is more real than those whom they see 
every day. This is the miracle of actual, 
literal, personal fellowship with the 
Lord, which is every Christian’s un- 
speakable privilege... But can we love 
one whom we have never seen? That 
spiritual giant among the preachers of 
England years ago, Dr. Joseph Parker, 
said: “We now pass from the visible 
ministry of Christ to the invisible min- 
istry of the Holy Ghost. Jesus Christ 
spake his last words to the apostles and 
a cloud received him out of their sight. 


Nothing more — only out of sight. Not 
out of hearing, not out of sympathy, not 
out of the region of direct and ever 
helpful ministry — only out of sight. We 
are not out of his sight. We want some- 
times to see him, but he says to us, ‘Be- 
cause ye have seen me, ye have be- 
lieved: blessed are they which have not 
seen and yet have believed.’ ‘Whom hav- 
ing not seen,’ we love.” 


2 
Which Breakfast First ? 


“Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.” These are the 
inspired words from Deuteronomy (8:3) 
with which the Lord Jesus met Satan’s 
first temptation in the wilderness. Chris- 
tians usually eat three meals a day to 
nourish their bodies, but the spiritual 
vitality of many is low because they do 
not feed regularly on the Word of God. 
Leland Wang, chairman of the Chinese 
Foreign Missionary Union and an evan- 
gelist whom God has used mightily in 
soul-winning in China and the Dutch 
East Indies during the last twenty years, 
is now in America on his second visit 
to this country. Mr. Wang has a unique 
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motto and plan for his daily Bible study. 
His motto is, “No Bible, no breakfast,” 
and with God’s help and the aid of a 
small alarm clock he finds time for Bible 
reading and prayer before breakfast. 
That is, he counts his spiritual breakfast 
more important than his physical break- 
fast. His plan is to read ten chapters a 
day, seven days a week, and he arranges 
his reading in this way: two chapters in 
the Old Testament, two in the New, five 
Psalms, and one chapter in. Proverbs. 
By this method he reads the Old Testa- 
ment once, the New Testament twice in 
the year, and Psalms and Proverbs every 
month. He says that the Psalms teach 
him how to talk to God, and that Prov- 
erbs teaches him how to deal with men, 
so he finds it profitable to spend much 
time in these two books. Mr. Wang 
admits that he is obliged to read rather 
rapidly, but for many years he has been 
reading the Bible through once a year 
and has found that it pays abundantly. 
All who have heard him speak, or who 
have had the pleasure of entertaining 
him in their homes, have been impressed 
with his knowledge of the Word and his 
ease and power in preaching. “Blessed 
is the man” whose “delight is in the law 
of the Lord.” 
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A Monthly Day of Prayer and Fasting 


By a valued writer for The Sunday School Times 


whose articles have often enriched these columns 


HEN we decided to hold a 

monthly day of prayer and fast- 

ing in our church we did not 
fully realize the blessings that would be 
ours. They include souls saved, the sick 
restored to health, missionaries’ lives 
preserved, burdens lifted, problems 
solved, mortgages paid off, and new 
buildings erected. 

People ask whether the hours do not 
drag and if we are not overcome with 
weariness, but we, who love this day, 
answer emphatically no. Others won- 
der how we fill up the time, but some- 
times the day’s program is not completed 
at five o’clock. It is a day of such priv- 
ilege that we look forward to it, and if 
we must be absent, we mourn the loss. 


There have been times when we have. 


arrived weary in body, or perhaps feel- 
ing far from well, but as friends prayed 
the weariness and the physical discom- 
fort have disappeared. Others have 
come with burdens, but have gone away 
with light hearts. 


One morning a husband and father 
came into the room, an earnest ClHfris- 
tian zealous for the Lord’s work. It was 
evident when he entered the door that 
scmething was wrong, and when asked 
whether he had any special request for 
prayer, he began to weep. He was ill, 
there was no money, there were five 
mouths to be filled, and, added to this, 
he had an unreasonable wife who talked 
as though she thought money could be 
picked off of trees. The day’s routine 
was suspended for the time being, while 
we fell on our faces before God, asking 
for help for this dear child of his. The 
cne who came mourning went away 
with his heart singularly warmed and 
comforted as he realized a group of peo- 
ple really cared. Soon business began 
to pick up, a home was provided for his 
family, and his wife’s attitude was 
changed for the better. 

Some of the answers to our prayers 
have brought benefit to our entire com- 
munity. Such a prayer was answered 
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last summer. A burden was laid on us 
with regard to having the Bible taught 
in our high school. We first prayed 
that permission might be granted by the 
authorities; then for sufficient money to 
pay the salary of a teacher; then for 
the teacher of God’s choice. The neces- 
sary permission was readily granted, 
the money came in unsolicited, and just 
at the proper time a teacher was secured 
and the results of her work indicate 
beyond a doubt that God sent her. 

Although some people argue against it, 
there are advantages in fasting. The mat- 
ter of time is worth considering. If a 
group isdismissed for the noon meal, some 
of them will go home to prepare dinner, 
and time is lost before reassembling. 
We feel, too, that it is pleasing to the 
Lord to see a group so engrossed in spir- 
itual matters that material things are 
forgotten. And it seems easier to pray 
when food does not enter into the 
thoughts of the day. 

When the father brought his son to 
the disciples for healing, they failed. The 
Lord Jesus said, “Bring him hither to 
me,” and was able to cast out the de- 
mon. Then the disciples asked, “Why 
could not we cast him out?” To which 
the Lord Jesus replied, “This kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting” 
(Matt. 17:14-21). 

Our custom is to meet at nine in the 
morning. Previous announcement has 
been made, for the benefit of busy house- 
keepers, that all are welcome, no matter 
how short a time they are able to be 
with us, because we know that many 
busy people cannot spend long periods 
of time away from their work. But 
whether the time spent in that dear spot 
be long or short, the joy and the bless- 
ing come. 

There is regularity in our plan for the 
day. Lists are made out. Our first list 
comprises unsaved relatives of our own 
members, as well as other unconverted 
people in whom members of our church 
are interested. The second list includes 
the missionaries we love,—from our 
church, as well as relatives of our mem- 
bers and many others. Another list is 
quite comprehensive, containing the 
church officers, the Sunday school and 
its teachers, and all the other organiza- 
tions and activities of the church. Yet 
another list is made up of our young 
people, those away at school as well as 
those at home. Their undertakings are 
varied and of vast importance, and we 
linger lovingly over this list, perhaps 
longer than over any of the others, for 
our young people are dear to us as well 
as to the heart of our Lord. Their work 
includes the three Christian Endeavor 
Societies, the Fellowship Club, and in 
addition to these, two ventures of great 
importance. On Saturday night a large 
group of the boys and girls meet down 
‘town for the distribution of tracts among 
the busy shoppers. On Sunday after- 
noon the same young people go to 
the many places of amusement, — the 
beaches, the parks, the pier, even to 
neighboring towns for further tract dis- 
tribution. We feel that this group, who 
go boldly scattering the Seed, should be 
hedged about with prayer. 

There are also other lists, for our 
intercession is not limited to our own 
church. The Bible schools of the land 
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are remembered also and many Bible 
teachers and evangelists, particularly 
those who have spoken before our con- 
gregation. Our list of Jewish activities 
we consider too important to be hurried 
through, and we do not forget to pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem, remember- 
ing the precious promise, “They shall 
prospe: that love thee.” And often also 
we pray about some of the articles that 
are to appear ‘in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, that they might be a blessing 
as they are read in many parts of the 
world. 

One month there was special prayer 
concerning an article soon to be printed 
on “The Family Altar.” The request 
was that one family altar would be es- 
tablished as the result of that article. 
Later a broadcasting station asked per- 
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mission to reprint the article in pamphlet 
form, and those in charge of the station 
wrote that not only one but doubtless 
many family altars would be erected as 
a result of our prayer for this article. 

When the lists are distributed one inter- 
cessor prays for those on his list, the 
others joining silently. Later there is 
an hour for personal requests, and even 
if one hesitates to present something 
very intimate in the midweek prayer 
service, it is not difficult to do so here. 
Every one is sympathetic, every one glad 
to pray for the matters which may be 
mentioned. The prayer group members 
sometimes have dear ones who are in 
a backslidden condition, parents may be 
disturbed about their children. Then 
there are those contemplating journeys. 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Reading the Bible Through 
More than Fifty Times 


Some time ago THE SuNDAy SCHOOL 
Times published a letter from an Ari- 
zona reader noting, in comment on the 
fact that Hudson Taylor had read the 
Bible through forty times in forty years, 
that she had read it through fifty-one 
times in forty-five years. The TiweEs 
asked whether there was any other 
reader who had read the Bible through 
more times than the Arizona friend, and 
interesting letters have come in response. 

Mrs. John S. Fiddler, who, with her 
husband, served the Lord many years 
as a missionary in China, has written an 
interesting letter enclosing a clipping 
from the Chicago Tribune which re- 
ported that, some three years ago, Mr. 
Fiddler had read the Bible through 84 
times; since then he has read it through 
16 more times, bringing the total up to 
100. Mrs. Fiddler’s letter said, in part: 


For some years I have read the Bible 
through three times a year and Psalms 
once a month. I have read it through 
thirty-six times. I hope from this on to 
read it through four times a year. I find 
great blessing in memorizing chapter and 
verse correctly through the Bible. 


I have been a reader of THe Sunpay 
Scuoo. Times for thirty years in China 
and for some few years in Chicago. [I 
find the reading deepens my spiritual life. 


I am one of three who came through 
the Boxer uprising of 1900. We were 
called the Resurrection Party, as we were 
given up for dead several months, and a 
memorial service was held in the home 
church. Before going to China I mem- 
orized the first verse of every Psalm; 
they wefe an untold comfort in those ter- 
rible days of privation, months on dry 
bread mouldy and black, drinking from 
stagnant pools, once three days without 
food and two days without water. Did you 
ever thank the Lord for a glass of clean, 
cold water, and a bath, and a good bed? 
Three months without a Bible. I prayed 
three months, every day, for a Bible. The 
Chinese told us that every Bible in the 
Province of Shansi was burned up, and 
when the proclamation came out for the 
protection of any missionaries living, a 
Chinese found a Bible with the covers off, 
and brought it to us—one of my own 
found! So great was our joy that I kissed 
it! The Book has been preciously real 
ever since. 


Dr. Kenneth Mackenzie, of Westport, 
Conn., a well-known and much-loved 
Episcopalian clergyman and long-time 
friend of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times and 
its Editor, writes: ; 


In one period I read the Bible through 
seventy times in fifteen years. 

I had a reason for this. In the pressure 
of a very busy life the use of Daily Light, 
which I still treasure, was being my only 
use of the Bible, save for the necessary 
study in preparation for teaching periods. 
My conscience began to smite me; and I 
resolved I should make up for lost time 
in a dedicated habit. Confessedly, I had 
known my Bible topically, but as a whole 
book it had not become clear and vital. 
Hence, the new movement. 

By taking a whole prophecy or Epistle, 
and occasionally an entire Gospel, reading 
while on a train or in a surface car, the 
pleasure grew amazingly evident. 

The method for reaching this end I de- 
scribed in my tract, “The Indwelling Word 
of God,” which you published several 
years ago. A portion of the historical, 
poetical, prophetical, Gospel, and episto- 
lary at each reading makes a fine menu. 


From O. S. Kehler of Allentown, Pa., 
comes this report: 


We have a member in our congregation 
aged eighty-two years, Mrs. Tillie Butz, 
who read the Bible through 110 times, 
and she had to quit on account of her 
eyesight failing. She loved her Bible so 
much that she read it with a strong mag- 
nifying glass the latter years. 


A nonagenarian reader in Huntington, 
Mass., the Rev. James H. Childs, speaks 
modestly of his having read the Book 
through about one hundred times: 


I have read this blessed Book through 
about one hundred times, but that would 
not be much for me since I am over 
ninety years old. 


I read it straight through twice before 
I was nine years old, reading it aloud to 
my grandmother, spelling the hard words 
to her and pronouncing them after her. 


A few years ago it occurred to me that 
I could easily read, on the average, ten 
pages a day in the Old Testament and 
ten in the New Testament on Sundays, 
and seven pages in each Testament on 
week days. But, being unwilling to di- 
vide a chapter, of course some days the 
readings would be longer, and other days 
shorter. In that way the Old Testament 
is read through in just 112 days, and the 
New Testament in thirty-five days. 


(Continued on page 41) 
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How the Bible Has Spoken to Men in Great Crises 


Evidences of the power of God's Word as it brings 
conviction or comfort to men's hearts 


By Pastor William John Scott 




















Bible at random in a grave crisis 

is to find out God’s mind on a par- 
ticular matter. For this same purpose in 
the early history of the Tabernacle we 
read in Numbers 7:89, and 8:1, “And when 
Moses went into the tent of meeting to 
speak with him,’—that is, Jehovah, 
— “then he heard the voice speaking 
unto him from above the mercy- 
seat that was upon the ark of the testi- 
mony, from between the two cherubim: 
and he spake unto him.” And then in 
the first verse of the next chapter we 
read, “And Jehovah spake unto Moses 
saying.” And then we are told what Je- 
hovah said. Likewise, “the breastplate 
of judgment,” worn by the high priest 
upon his heart among his garments “for 
glory and for beauty” and described in 
Exodus 28, and containing “the Urim and 
the Thummim” or the Lights and the 
Perfections, seems to be a provision for 
obtaining the mind of God upon sub- 
jects submitted to him by the High 
Priest in the Hely of Holies. This breast- 
plate of judgment was firmly attached to 
the ephod, or short jacket, or tunic of 
the high priest, by “wreathen” chains 
of gold. 


David Depends on Heavenly Wisdom 


When King Saul killed all the priests 
at Nob because Ahimelech the priest had 
given David and his men “holy bread” 
or shewbread when they were hungry, 
the only priest who escaped was Abia- 
thar, and he fled after David. David 
gladly welcomed him and said: “Abide 
thou with me, fear not: for he that 
seeketh my life seeketh thy life: but 
with me thou shalt be in safeguard” (1 
Sam. 22:23). Then in the next chapter 
(1 Sam. 23:6) we read: “And it came 
to pass, when Abiathar the son of*Ahim- 
elech fled to David to Keilah, that he 
came down with an ephod in his hand.” 

And in verses 9-13 it is written: “And 
David knew that Saul was devising mis- 
chief against him; and he said to Abia- 
thar the priest, Bring hither the ephod. 
Then said David, O Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, thy servant hath surely heard 
that Saul seeketh to come to Keilah, 
to destroy the city for my sake. Will 
the men of Keilah deliver me up into 
his hand? will Saul come down, as thy 
servant hath heard? O Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy serv- 
ant. And Jehovah said, He will come 
down. Then said David, Will the men 
of Keilal deliver up me and my men 
into the hand of Saul? And Jehovah 
said, They will deliver thee up. Then 
David and his men, who were about 
six hundred, arose and departed out of 
Keilah, and went whithersoever they 
could go.” 

Then later, Solomon in building the 
Temple built “an oracle, even for the 
most holy place” (1 Kings 6:16); “to set 
there the ark of the covenant of Jeho- 


Te object in view in opening the 


“Whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.” So wrote Paul by in- 
spiration to the Romans, and his 
words are just as true for us today 
as they were for the Christians at 
Rome. God’s Word is_ indeed 
“sharper than any two-edged sword,” 
and it sets forth our innermost 
thoughts, our sinfulness, God’s holi- 
ness, and, best of all, it shows us the 
one Remedy for all our troubles, the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself. In this 
valuable article, Pastor Scott of the 
Vancouver Bible School presents a 
thorough study of the importance of 
the Word to men of the Old Testa- 
ment, and shows how it transformed 
the lives of four great men of the 
Church. 








vah” (v. 19). “And in the oracle he 
made two cherubim of olivewood, and 
he overlaid the cherubim with gold” 
(vs. 23, 28). And in chapter 8:6 we 
read: “And the priests brought in the 
ark of the covenant of Jehovah unto 
its place, into the oracle of the house, 
to the most holy place, even under the 
wings of the cherubim.” 


Seeking Guidance at the Mercy Seat 


Now the word “oracle” comes from 
the Latin verb orare to speak, and orig- 
inally meant, the response of God to 
inquiries made of him by the High Priest 
wearing “the breastplate of judgment” 
and containing “the Urim and the Thum- 
mim” or “the Lights and the Perfections,” 
and revealed the mind of God on the 
subject in hand. Then, later, it came to 
mean the place where the mind or judg- 
ment of God was given, and as among 
the ancient Greeks it was the place 
where they consulted their deities for 
advice or prophecy, so we may take 
it that the Old Testament oracle in the 
Temple was the mercy seat in the holy 
of holies where the priests of Jehovah 
consulted him, and where, as in the 
holy of holies in the Tabernacle, they 
heard his voice or he responded in some 
mysterious way by means of “the Urim 
and the Thummim” in “the breastplate 
of judgment.” 

This is borne out by 2 Samuel 16: 
23, where we read: “And the counsel 
of Ahithophel, which he gave in those 
days, was as if a man inquired of the 
oracle of God.” 

In the New Testament in Acts 7:38, 
the Scriptures are spoken of by Stephen 
as “living oracles,” in Romans 3:2 by 
Paul as “the oracles of God,” also in He- 
brews 5:12. Then the apostle Peter ex- 
horts any man who speaks, to speak 
as it were “oracles [or words] of God” 
(1 Pet. 4:11). 

All this goes to show that God now 


speaks to his people through his written 
Word, and although it is gloriously true 
that “all scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God,” yet, it is also gloriously 
true that at times a particular portion 
of the inspired Word is at the moment 
specifically inspired by God for a par- 
ticular person, just at the very moment 
when he sorely needs the voice of God 
to say to him: “This is the way, walk 
ye in it” (Isa. 30:21). 

This was conspicuously true in the 
case of George Miiller of Bristol. See- 
ing a number of children uncared for on 
the streets, he felt compassion for them 
and he was moved to desire that he 
might provide a home for orphans to 
bring them up in the fear of the Lord 
and fit them for useful service in soci- 
ety. But, above all this, he longed that 
by obtaining everything for them from 
God alone, in answer to prayer and faith, 
he might prove to his fellow Christians 
that our God, the God we adore, is still 
the living God, who answers his peo- 
ple’s prayers today as certainly as he 
answered Elijah’s and Daniel’s prayers 
in the days of old. 


Three Rules for a New Work 


So he began to ask God about it. 
In beginning a new work for God he 
observed three rules: (1) Does God 
want this work done? (2) Does he want 
me to do it? (3) Does he want me to do 
it now? 

It was his habit to read the Bible 
straight through,—in all, he read it 
some 200 times. Well, at this time when 
he was waiting upon God about begin- 
ning work for orphans, his reading led 
him on December 5, 1835, to Psalm 81. 
When he came to the tenth verse, he 
read: “Open thy mouth wide, and I 
will fill it.” He felt that God had spoken 
to him. Then down on his knees he 
went and asked Him for one thousand 
pounds— five thousand dollars—and 
felt assured they would come. Two days 
afterward he received the first install- 
ment of one shilling, or 25 cents, and 
he continued waiting on God and wait- 
ing for God almost daily until he had 
received the whole five thousand dol- 
lars. This came to pass eighteen months 
and ten days afterward, on June 15, 1837. 
He lived to be nearly ninety-three, and 
in the course of his life he received 
from God in answer to prayer, without 
asking any human being for one cent,. 
over seven million dollars. 

Then again God’s preached word, or 
printed word in sermon or book or tract,. 
or his word in personal work, or his 
message in song, often goes like a sword, 
straight to the heart. It was in this way 
that Charles H. Spurgeon was saved un- 
der a gallery in a Primitive Methodist 
chapel on a snowy Sunday morning when 
he was sixteen, and there were only about 
sixteen people present. And the Word 
of the Lord through the preacher that 
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saved him was Isaiah 45:22, “Look unto 
me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth.” In one moment he looked 
and lived, and since then through his 
pointing perishing sinners to Jesus by 
voice and by pen, thousands upon thou- 
sands also have looked and lived. 

But in addition to the multitudes who 
have heard the voice of God through 
the written and spoken and sung and 
printed word, many in dire distress of 
mind have opened the Bible at random 
seeking guidance from God, and have 
received through his written Word in- 
stant and abiding deliverance. 

The conversion of Saint Augustine is 
a wonderful case in point. Augustine 
the bishop of Hippo was born at Tagaste 
in North Africa on November 13, A. D. 
354. In the days when the vast majority 
were slaves he, like Saul of Tarsus, was 
born a free man of the middle class. 
Christianity was invading and conquer- 
ing paganism, and Augustine’s mother, 
Monica, was a most devoted Christian. 
She loved him intensely, and earnestly 
prayed that he might be a Christian 
too, and taught him and pleaded with 
him to repent of his licentiousness, be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and follow 
him. 

He became a great scholar and a pro- 
fessor of rhetoric, first at his birthplace 
and later at Carthage and then at Rome. 
His mother, Monica, greatly feared that 
his going to Rome with all its luxurious 
and sinful pleasures would be his ruin. 
But God was not forgetting her prayers. 
He was leading on. Augustine was dis- 
satisfied with Rome, and applying for 
a vacant chair at Milan was appointed 
professor of rhetoric. Here he met Am- 
brose the bishop of Milan. 

He was now in his thirty-second year 
and unsaved, although God was working 
with him and enabling him to see his 
sinfulness and shame. He was also dili- 
gently searching for the truth, but de- 
spaired of finding it in Christianity. 

Ambrose warmly welcomed Augustine 
to Milan, and won Augustine’s affection. 
He attended the bishop’s’ eloquent 
preaching and gave much attention to it. 
Gradually he said to himself, “How elo- 
quently he speaks!”—and then, “How 
truly he speaks !” 

His mother, Monica, was now in Milan 
with him after more than thirty years 
of earnest praying and waiting for her 
son’s conversion. Likewise two old 
friends of his, Alypius and Nebridius, 
had come to Milan in order to be with 
him in their common search for truth. 

He habitually studied the Epistles of 
Paul for himself and came to know the 
contents of the Christian creed, and it 
won his intellectual consent. 

But he was still bound by the chains 
of sin. He longed to be free but was 
helpless to free himself, and was smit- 
ten with shame at his own weakness and 
irresolution. 

He was one day sitting with his friend 
Alypius when his whole soul was shaken 
with the violence of his inward conflict. 
Silently the two friends sat together, 
and, “At last,” says Augustine, “when 
deep reflection had brought together and 
heaped all my misery in the sight of 
my heart, there arose a mighty storm 
of grief, bringing a mighty shower of 
tears.” 
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He left his-friend that he might weep 
in solitude, and threw himself down 
under a fig tree in the garden, crying 
in the bitterness of his spirit: “How 
long? How long? —tomorrow? tomor- 
row? Why not now? Why is there not 
this hour an end to my uncleanness?” 

“So was I speaking and weeping in 
the contrition of my heart,” he says, 
“when lo! I heard from a neighboring 
house a voice, as of a child, chanting 
and oft repeating: ‘Take up and read. 
Take up and read.’ 

“Instantly my countenance altered; I 
began to think whether children were 
wont in play to sing such words, nor 
could I remember ever to have heard 
the like. 

“So, checking my tears, I rose, taking 
it to be a command from God to open 
the book and read the first chapter I 
should find. . . . There lay the volume 
of St. Paul’s Epistles. I seized it, I 
opened it, and in silence read that pas- 
sage on which my eyes first fell: ‘Not in 
rioting and drunkenness, not in cham- 
bering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lust thereof.’ [Rom. 
13:13, 14.] 

“No further could I read, nor needed 
I; for instantly, at the end of this sen- 
tence, by a serene light infused into my 
soul, all the darkness of doubt vanished 
away.” 

Fascinating also is the story, given by 
himself, of Charles Simeon, the great 
Cambridge University preacher who was 
quickened, comforted, and inspired by 
a text at random, when he was in dire 
spiritual straits. Here are his words: 
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“Many years ago when I was an ob- 
ject of much contempt and derision in 
the University, I strolled forth one day, 
buffeted and afflicted, with my little Tes- 
tament in my hand. I prayed earnestiy 
to my God that He would comfort one 
with some cordial from His Word, and 
that on opening the book, I should find 
some text which should sustain me. 

“IT thought I would turn to the Epistles 
where I should most easily find some 
precious promise, but my book was up- 
side down, so without intending it, I 
opened on the Gospels. 


“The first text which caught my éye 
was this: ‘They found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name: him they com- 
pelled to . .. bear his cross.’ [Matt. 
27:32.1 You know Simon is the same 
name as Simeon. What a word of 
instruction was here—what a blessed 
hint for my encouragement. To have 
the cross laid upon me that I might 
bear it after Jesus. What a priv- 
ilege! It was enough! Now I could 
leap and sing for joy, as one whom Jesus 
was honoring with a participation in His 
sufferings. 

“And when I read that, I said: ‘Lord, 
lay it on me; lay it on me; I will gladly 
bear the cross for Thy sake.’ And I 
henceforth bound persecution as a 
wreath of glory round my brow.” 

Other most interesting instances might 
be given, but I think these show con- 
clusively that Jehovah, the living God, 
still listens to his people’s cry in dire 
distress, and makes his sacred Scriptures 
living oracles to settle their doubts, calm 
their fears, and reveal to them his will. 


VANCOUVER, B. C. 














“And Now—in a Thousand Tongues” 


Looking back over the great achievements of the Bible translators from the 
third century before Christ to the present day 














66 OUR men sit at a rough table in 
F: little house in an African jungle 
clearing. Two are dark-skinned 
natives. ‘Two are Europeans. Before 
them lie eight or ten printed books, 
some notebooks, a pile of carefully cor- 
rected manuscript, and before one of 
them a partly written sheet. They are 
conversing in a language unknown to 
us. One reads aloud in English: 

*“**And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should 
be written every one, I suppose that even 
the world itself could not contain the 
books that should be written.’ 

He speaks again in the unknown tongue, 
looks for the agreement of his three 
colleagues, and after further conversa- 
tion writes down: 

“*Yesu akeri bekere besa bevuku ovongo 
Ya ozuku infuna nda, zi zama, nda ya nda, 
bua mantea ntuari nasonga boke lebo 
minkanda mi mama.’ 

“Little do they realize that a milestone 
in the spiritual history of the human 
race has been passed. For the pile of 
manuscript, carefully wrapped and reg- 
istered, goes to a city some 5,000 miles 
away; a compositor patiently thumps 
out on his typesetter keyboard the words 


of the manuscript meaningless to him; 
a printing press picks up sheets of paper 
and slides them out with the strange 
words impressed; a binder folds and 
sews; a packer nails shut cases of bound 
books, and stencils a label ‘Bendela, 
Congo Belge, via Matadi,’— and a Bible 
Hou&ge scribe enters on a list in a com- 
mittee’s minutes, ‘No. 1000, Sakata.’ It 
is the thousandth recorded language into 
which some part of the Holy Scriptures 
has been translated and published ! 

“In a sense richer than he dreamed, 
the prayer of Charles Wesley has been 
fulfilled: 

“O for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of his grace !’” 

These are the opening paragraphs in 
a noteworthy brochure of twenty-four 
pages, entitled, “And Now —in a Thou- 
sand Tongues,” and prepared by Eric 
M. North, one of the General Secretaries 
of the American Bible Society, for use 
in the observance of Universal Bible 
Sunday, which was celebrated on De- 
cember 11. As will readily be seen, the 
first paragraphs of the booklet set forth 
vividly the completion of the transla- 
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tion of the Gospel of John in Sakata, a 
language of Africa. (A reduced facsimile 
of the first page of the Gospel of John 
in this language accompanies this ar- 
ticle.) But’ the list of languages in 
which some part of the Scripture has 
been published is still longer, according 
to the figures given by the Bible Society, 
for the total number recorded by the 
Society up to the end of 1937 is 1,008. 
A very striking chart in colors was also 
issued by the Society, giving a complete 
list of these languages, with the dates 
of translations, and this list is repro- 
duced on the inside cover of this issue 
of the TIMES. 

A wealth of valuable information and 
many remarkable facts of interest to all 
lovers of the Bible are given in Dr. 
North’s comprehensive review of the 
many translations. Reproductions of ex- 
amples from the text of many hundreds 
of the 1,008 languages, together with 
data about each language and the trans- 
lations appear, in a new publication 
sponsored by the British and American 
Bible Societies, “The Book of a Thou- 
sand Tongues.” 'The book will include 
the review by Dr. North, somewhat en- 
larged, and special articles about the 
translations in some of the major lan- 
guages. 

In explanation of the list of trans- 
lations the Bible Society gives the fol- 
lowing table: 


There have been published in the world: 


Entire Bibles in 179 languages 
Entire Testaments in 211 more 
Gospels or other entire 

books in 477 more 
Philological translations in 59 more 
Selections in 82 more 


Some part of the Bible in 1,008 


The Society states that “information 
about unprinted translations being often 
undependable, their preservation uncer- 
tain, and their use very limited, the 
Bible Societies include in their listings 
only printed translations. Some eighty- 
four of these publications contain only 
‘selections,’ that is, Scripture passages, 
but no entire Biblical book. Specimen 
selections published in collections for 
purely philological purposes, however, 
for example, the illustrations in the 
‘Linguistic Survey of India,’ are not 
listed. . . . In 949 of the 1,008 languages 
and dialects in which translations were 
printed and listed by the end of 1937, the 
translations were made solely that those 
who spoke the language might read and 
know for themselves the Word of God.” 

Among the many striking and inter- 
esting facts given by Dr. North are the 
following: 


In 239 languages the Gospel of Matthew 
has been the first publication, in 236 Mark, 
in 123 Luke, in 117 John. But the Gospel 
of Mark appears the most frequently in the 
list of languages in which at least a Gospel 
has been printed and therefore has appeared 
in more languages than any other book of 
the Bible. More copies of the Gospel of 
John, however, have been published than 
of any other book in the Bible; it is there- 
fore the most extensively printed book in 
the world. 

The original languages of the Old Testa- 
ment: Hebrew and Aramaic. 

The original language of the New Testa- 
ment: Greek. 

The first translation: The Old Testament 
into Greek in the third century before 
Christ; known as the Septuagint. 
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The first translations of the New Testa- 
ment: Syriac and Latin and perhaps Coptic, 
before A. D. 200. 

The first printed Bible: Latin, the “Guten 
berg” Bible, about 1456. The Vulgate text 


The first printed Hebrew Old Testament: 
1488. 


The first printed Greek New Testament: 
1514 in the Complutensian Polyglot, not 
issued till 1522; Erasmus’ Greek text was 
printed and issued in 1516. 


The first printed Bible in any modern lan- 
guage: German, 1466. 


The first translation in English: Caedmon’s 
Paraphrases in Anglo-Saxon about 670; the 
first whole Bible, the Wycliffite version of 
the fourteenth century; the first part of the 
English Bible printed, possibly Tyndale’s 
Matthew and Mark, before 1525, otherwise 
his New Testament; the first printed New 
Testament in English, William Tyndale’s of 
1525; the first printed English Bible, Cover- 
dale’s of 1535. 


The first language (so far as known) re- 
duced to writing by a missionary for trans- 
lation purposes: Gothic by Ulfilas in the 
fourth century; Armenian by Mesrop at the 
end of that century was a close second. 


The first translation made and printed in 
a non-European language as a means of 
evangelization: Matthew in High Malay, 
1629, under the Dutch East India Company. 


The first language of the Americas re- 
duced to writing for missionary purposes: 
Massachusetts, by John Eliot. This was also 
the first language of the Americas in which 
any part of the Bible,—in which the New 
Testament,—in which the whole Bible 
(1663) appeared. This is ‘‘the earliest ex- 
ample of the translating and printing of the 
entire Bible in a new language as a means 
of evangelization.’”” Massachusetts was the 
twenty-second language to receive the en- 
tire Bible in printed form.  - 

The first printed New Testament in any 
language of India— Tamil, translated by 
Bartholomaus Ziegenbalg, 1717. 

The thousandth recorded language into 
which a part of the Scriptures. has 
been translated and published the British 
and Foreign Bible Society reports as Sa- 
kata. Although the American Bible So- 
ciety list differs slightly from the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society list, Sakata 
may be recognized as the thousandth 
as well as any other. The language is 
spoken by a tribe of some 70,000 people, 








YOANE 





Nda nevunge Yesu. 

i ITO Nda nekei ako ya Nda nekei ole Nza- 

mbi ya Nda nekei Nzambi. 2 Ito Nda 
neseke ole Nzambi. 3 Nda ni nele ifia le 
bena bama; ompempa ne bena bama bele 
ako kena kendamo ketse ifia lesa la. 4 Moi 
mokei ako ompa Nda ya moi mokei kesekie 
ke bari. 5 Kesekie kengai ompa lepiba ya 
lepiba lekuke ya kie la. 6 Muri nemo ne- 
time Nzambi nemoa, djina lende Yoane. 
7 Nde aze niempo ngvambea lebo lakao mo- 
se mo kesekie lelu leyikika bama ya nde. 
8 Oke nde kesekie la, te nde ayikao mose 
mo kesekie. 9 Kesekie ke kelebo kangai 
ompempa ne bari bama keyiza o ntuari. 
10 Nde aseke o ntuari ya nde afei ntuari, te 
bari ba ntuari bamotuni. 11 Nde aze ole 
bari bande, te bamozea la. 12 Kansi nde 
ape bokimo bo aza ba ha Nzambi ole ba- 
ma bamozea ole bama bakike djina lende. 
13 Ya be base-abura ya ihuna le makela la, 
ya ibuna le menungu qa, ya ihuna le muri 
kyekye, te base-abura ya ihuna le Nzambi. 
14 Nda névungi muri ya nde abele ompempa 
nenu ya su inmoi bonjuli bo Mua nendamo 


The first page of the Gospel of John 
in Sakata—the thousandth language 
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of whom some 4,500 are now s iierate, lo- 
ca Peas | Congo betwee ithe — 
an eni Rivers. The tor was the 
Rev. Becdaas inaiens,of tes Wiveaich Baptist 
Mission, assisted by Ipipo Zakens, Petero 
Katerushe, and O. Anderson. The book is 

Mie Gospel of John, and was printed in Lon- 
don, under the auspices of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 


All who are interested in further in- 
formation about the vital work of trans- 
lating and distributing the Scriptures 
may write to the American Bible Soci- 
ety, Park Avenue and Fifty-seventh 
Street, New York City. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: A few days ago a 
friend sent me the page of The Sunday School 
Times which contains your column, and I 
would appreciate it very much if you would 
write me. I am a nurse, twenty-four years 
of age. I trained in . and a short time 
ago came to this city on a case. While going 
through my training, and now while on a 
case, I have tried, and always will try to live 
as Christ would have me. Around me is 
drinking, smoking, etc., of which I disapprove. 
I have not indulged in these things, and hope 
I never shall. 

This is my trouble, if you can understand 
me. I seem to find it very difficult to express 
myself in letters and in conversation. I am 
trying to live a Christian life, but I do not 
feel satisfied with myself. I read my Bible, 
say my prayers, and help others, but the read- 
ing and praying are more or less of a habit 
—not entirely, but I feel I am not getting 
all I should from them. I have been living 
quite a self-centered life, and it is hard! But 
one cannot just go out and pick up friends 
so easily. Oh, Mother Ruth, I know this is 
an awful letter, but I feel I should be different 
toward life, and perhaps you can help me 
out! I seem to say a lot, but get nowhere! 
Can you help me? 


Y DEAR GIRL: Yes, I do appre- 

ciate your letter and sympathize 
with your dissatisfaction with yourself 
and things in general. I cannot but 
wonder if you have ever entirely yielded 
yourself to the Lord. I do not mean 
that you are not a Christian; I believe 
you are, but I fear your unhappiness 
comes from the lack of the infilling of 
the Holy Spirit. God has made you not 
enly to enjoy life, but “the abundant 
life.” We hear much about this in these 
days, but we must know that it comes 
from one source, and one only — that is 
from above. 

In reading the Bible as you say you 
do, is there much enjoyment received 
from it? Is it real to you? Do you 
know it is God expressing his thoughts 
to you, and loving you, and wanting you 
to love him in return? Open your Bible 
to Romans 12:1, 2, and see if you have 
made this deeper consecration. This is 
written to the Christian, and I am won- 
dering if you know this transformation 
which is spoken of in these two verses? 

I am glad you are keeping yourself 
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separated from the worldly things about 
you, but the very hunger you are ex- 
pressing shows that God has something 
more for you than you are finding in 
life. In Matthew 5:6 you will read: 
“Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall 
be filled.” 

I would like to suggest that when you 
read your Bible, you read a book at a 
time, and then reread it. Begin with 
the Book of John or Mark, and if it 
seems like so many words to you, read 
it again and again, until the book be- 
comes clear to you. God means that 
you shall understand him through this 
book, and if you have gotten into the 
habit of just reading words, with a di- 
verted mind, bring your mind back and 
read that book until you have gotten 
something out of it—from him! You 
will find a freedom and a lightness of 
heart that will give you a liberty in 
and from the Spirit, which will indeed 
transform your life. ‘You are shutting 
up inside of you that which should over- 
flow to other lives. When your own 
heart is overflowing with Him, you can- 
not keep Him to yourself. Bonar has 
beautifully expressed it in the following 
lines: 

Thy Soul must overfiow, 

If thou another’s soul wouldst reach, 

It needs the overflow of heart 

To give the lips full speech. 

Do you belong to any church? Are 
you having real Christian fellowship? 
Your letter sounds to me as though you 
were doing good work professionally, 
and if so you have contact with others 
of your kind, and you need the church, 
and the church needs you. Your Lord 
is “full of compassion, and gracious, 
longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy 
and truth,” so you must draw very close 
to him and allow his Holy Spirit to 
satisfy your hungry heart. You need 
friends, not just those you serve in sick- 
ness, but those with whom you can have 
companionship. You must be sure you 
are not defrauding yourself of the joys 
God wants you to have. He wants you 
to shine for him. 

Do you belong to a Sunday school 
class or a Bible class? If you will join 
one of young folks about your own age, 
it would be an opening for you to make 
friends. 

Above all, talk much with your Lord, 
and you will see how he will open your 
way and bring into your life just what 
will give you the happiness you are 
craving. 

+) 


Reading the New Testament 
Through in a Public Service 


N UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY, 

December 11, the entire New Testa- 
ment was read through in eighteen hours 
and fifteen minutes at the Baptist Tem- 
ple in Philadelphia. Dr. Daniel A. Pol- 
ing, the pastor, who arranged the service 
around the central thought of the Bible 
as “The Book for the Crisis,” began the 
reading at 3 A.M., and he was followed 
by some seventy other members of the 
congregation who took part in the con- 
tinuous reading in fifteen minute pericds. 
Church members and friends began as- 
sembling as early as 2.30 A. M. at the 
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Temple, and many breakfasted there, 
provision having been made for meals 
in the church cafeteria. The size of the 
congregation varied during the long 
service, but there were always a num- 
ber present in the auditorium listening 
to the reading. Dr. Poling read the last 
portion in the Revelation at 10 P. M. 
It is good to know of a church that 
devoted so much time on Universal Bible 
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Sunday to the reading of Ged’s Word, 
and one is reminded of the reading of 
the law’ of Moses by Ezra, when “he 
read therein before the street that was 
before the water gate from the morning 
until midday, before the men and the 
women, and those that could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law” 
(Neh. 8:3). 














Gideons Invade a Hospital and Schools 


How three thousand Bibles became silent witnesses for the Lord Jesus Christ 
beside three thousand beds in a great city hospital 














single donation ever made by the 

Gideon Society to one institution, 
were presented to the Los Angeles 
General Hospital on a Sunday last 
summer, July 10. The 3,000 Gideon 
Bibles were placed in the form of 
a large red cross with a background 
of black, made from the black covers, 
the red edges turned out forming the 
cross.1 The Dollar Steamship Company 
generously brought these 3,000 Bibles, 
weighing 6,000 pounds, from New York 
to Los Angeles harbor without making 
any charge. This is a lot of freight to 
be handled free; may the Lord bless and 
repay a hundredfold this service for him. 
The Lamb Transfer Company of Long 
Beach trucked the Bibles from the har- 
bor to the hospital free of charge; may 
the Lord richly bless them for this serv- 
ice. The men who worked until mid- 
night stacking the Bibles forgot their 
tired muscles and aching backs when 
they beheld the finished work, for it was 
an inspiring sight to see 3,000 copies of 
God’s precious Word, in a design eleven 
feet high by thirty feet wide, with the 
red cross ten feet high in the center. 
Because of the many comments on this 
beautiful and impressive sight, and re- 
quests even from out-of-town folk that 
it remain until they could see it, the 


[ nate thousand Bibles, the largest 





1See photograph on cover of this issue. 








Bible display remained on exhibition for 
a week. 

The Los Angeles General Hospital is 
a city within a city, as a radio broad- 
cast pictured this huge institution with 
its thousands of patients, hundreds of 
doctors and nurses, not to mention the 
workers, cooks, janitors, engineers, etc., 
A Gideon Bible was placed in the small 
drawer of each table beside each bed 
in the entire hospital. The Gideons, both 


‘men and women of the Auxiliary, dis- 


tributed the Bibles throughout the hos- 
pital, thus having a fine opportunity to 
show the way of salvation from God’s 
Word to needy souls. 

The Dedication Service was held in 
the beautiful auditorium of the hospital 
where the Bibles were placed on the 
stage, 3,000 of them topped by a large 
American flag. One reporter said when 
he saw this picture, “The flag of our 
country, and the Word of God on which 
our country was founded.” How it 
grieves many hearts to think of our land 
drifting away from the God of our 
fathers! May he burden the hearts of 
the Christians of this nation to pray our 
country back to God. 

Spectators filled the auditorium, and 
patients were brought down in beds and 
wheel chairs to attend the service of 
dedication: Superintendent Gray and 
Chaplain Haring, together with civic 





Dedicating the Bibles in the Los Angeles General Hospital 
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officers, received the Bibles for the hos- 
pital from the Los Angeles Camp of 
Gideons, with short speeches, and then 
a Gospel message in the form of a tes- 
timony was given by Dr. J. C. O’Hair 
of Chicago, who was saved through the 
reading of a Bible in a hotel. Dr. Louis 
Talbot, pastor of the Church of the Open 
Door, spoke on the Bible, the Word of 
God. Every radio set in the entire hos- 
pital was tuned to the auditorium. 
Countless numbers of these patients later 
asked to be wheeled down to the audi- 
torium to see the Bibles. Each morn- 
ing in the auditorium there is a large 
class of doctors and nurses who gather 
to. study, and as they sat and faced those 
Bibles on the platform the Holy Spirit 
was working, for because of requests 
this class now meets fifteen minutes 
longer daily and the extra time is given 
to prayer. Truly God blesses his Word. 

Will you who read these lines remem- 
ber to pray for these 3,000 Bibles? For 
when the seed sown is watered with 
prayer, souls shall be saved. God often 
places folks who are too busy to hear 
his voice on beds of sickness where they 
have time to think and listen. Each hos- 
pital bed has an average of twenty-six 
people a year. So each of these Gideon 
Bibles has the chance to point twenty- 
six souls to a saving knowledge of Christ 
Jesus. A Gideon Bible can be placed 
anywhere in the world for one dollar. 
Only eternity will reveal the harvest of 
souls a single Bible may represent. 

The Gideons are Christian business 
men who, like Gideon of old, “stand in 
their place.” Their first objective is to 
win the other man to Christ. Their sec- 
ond is the placing of Bibles in hotels, 
hospitals, and penal institutions. Re- 
cently they have been given the task 
by the Lord, they believe, of placing the 
Bible back in our public schools and 
colleges throughout our land. 

On New Year’s Day, 1939, the Gideons 
dedicated 5,000 Gideon Bibles to be 
placed in the Los Angeles schools, hav- 
ing received written approval of this 
from the School Board. The dedication 
meeting was held in the Church of the 
Open Door. e 

An article in the Tuwes for December 
31 told how the Gideons are placing 
Bibles in the public schools of Denver. 

A recent News Bulletin issued by the 
National Lutheran Council quotes the 
following interesting letter from one of 
America’s great air lines: 

“Because the Holy Bible has followed 
man to the ends of the earth, sustaining 
him and providing guidance for his spir- 
itual life, it seems appropriate to invite 
your attention to the fact that the Scrip- 
tures are now available to man as he 
takes to the air. ... 

“Through the courtesy of the Gideon 
Society, a copy of the Holy Bible has 
been placed on every plane of Eastern 
Air Lines’ Great Silver Fleet. A special 
metal pocket has been installed on each 
plane to receive the Bible. And the 
response by our passengers has been 
most gratifying. Here again, the uni- 
versal appeal of Biblical truths is ap- 
parent.” 

The Gideons covet your prayers, your 
interest, your help. Surely the youth of 
our nation need the Word of God. There 
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are those who are afraid to put the Bible 
on the desk of unbelieving teachers, but 
God has promised that he will take care 
of his Word, and that it shall not return 
to him void; and our God is powerful 
and great enough even to replace these 
unbelievers with teachers and profes- 


* 41 


sors who believe his Word and who 
know him personally, if we will be faith- 
ful in our prayers and labors for him. 
Those interested may get in touch with 
any local Camp of Gideons or address 
The Gideons, 202 South State Street, 
Chicago. 














Reading the Bible Through More than FiftyTimes 


Continued from ‘‘ Notes on Open Letters ”’ 


on the fourth page 














With a red pencil I marked the figure 
(1) at the beginning of the first chapter 
of Genesis, and with a blue pencil the 
figure (2) at the beginning of chapter 12, 
and so on through the week. Then with 
the red pencil the figure (8) at the be- 
ginning of Exodus 2, and so on, the red 
number marking the beginning of the Sun- 
day readings, and the blue the beginning 
of the week-day readings, and so on 
through the entire Old Testament. Then 
a red figure (i) at the beginning of Mat- 
thew, and so on through the New Testa- 
ment. 


I would not advise anybody else to read. 


such lengthy portions, or to do all this 
that I have done; but it pleased me, and 
I have never had occasion to regret it. 
Every time I go through the blessed Book 
I am conscious of great blessing, yes, of 
constantly increasing pleasure and profit. 


Of course I hardly need to say that I 
never begin the reading without prayer 
that the Holy Spirit may make the pages 
luminous to me, and keep me from wrong 
interpretations, and that he may sanctify 
me through the truth, and enable me to 
use the truth in help and blessing to 
others. I find greater depths of richness 
and blessing every time I read it. 


The readings being so lengthy, I read 
half or more at one sitting, and the rest 
later in the day. 


A Kansas reader writes: 


I have read the Bible through sixty-nine 
times, and am half-way through the sev- 
entieth time. I read the Bible through 
five or six times a year, and I have read 
as high as thirty-one chapters of an eve- 
ning. 


A thirteen-year-old boy began a good 
habit back in 1883, and now, approaching 
his threescore years and ten, George R. 
Ewing, of Long Beach, Calif., writes 
of it: 


I was converted in my thirteenth year, 
and a friend of our family gave me a 
Bible with my name printed on the cover 
in gold letters. My Sunday school teacher 
told me that if I would read three chap- 
ters each week day and five on Sunday 
I could read the Bible through in a year, 
meaning that I should begin at Genesis 
and read right through to Revelation. I 
began this method in the beginning of 
the year 1883 and have kept it up ever 
since, and next month I can finish read- 
ing the Bible through the fifty-fourth 
time. I have read more than these fifty- 
four times through, but I have no record 
of it. It has been a priceless privilege 
and blessing to me. 


From G. F. Tubbs of Darien Center, 
N. Y., comes this testimony: 


As nearly as I can figure out I have 
read the Bible through about fifty-four 
times. This of course does not include 
various miscellaneous reading of various 
portions from time to time as occasion 
may require, or such portions as may ap- 
peal most to one under differing circum- 
stances. For thirty-four years this has 
been my rule of life. 


A Middletown, Pa., reader, E. A. G. 


Bossler, tells of a remarkable record in 
spite of the handicap of eye trouble: 

As an interested and faithful reader of 
Tue SunpAY ScHoot Times for some thirty 
years I may be permitted to reply very 
modestly that just recently I completed 
the fifty-seventh reading of the Bible. And 
what may possibly be of special interest 
in this matter is the fact that on the fly- 
leaf of my Bible is this notation: “Today, 
January 31, 1925, I completed the fiftieth 
reading of the Bible through during the 
last eight years.” During one of these 
years for several months I was =efflicted 
with some eye trouble, which precluded 
my reading for a time, but as soon as I 
could begin to use my eyes again I re- 
sumed my Bible reading. I would catch 
a verse with my eyes and then repeat it 
over fifty times, keeping the count with 
my fingers. I found this easily practicable, 
particularly with such books as the Psalms 
and Proverbs. I bear glad testimony to 
the fact that with each reading I have 
found God’s Book more wonderful and 
precious. 


I might add that I have also read the 
German Bible through three times, the 
Greek New Testament four times, and 
the Hebrew Bible once. 

The “champion” record reported seems 
to be that of E. J. Shipley of Baltimore, 
who writes: 

The writer has a record in the front 
of his Bible showing the dates started 
and dates finished of times he has read 
the Bible. Since 1895 this record shows 
146 times. I used to read it seven times a 
year; of late years once every six months. 
It is to be understood, of course, that 

merely the number of times of reading 
through God’s Word is not necessarily 
the measure of blessing received. But 
there is no question that the continued, 
repeated, persistent feeding upon the 
Word of God by reading and rereading 
all the Scriptures brings blessing that 
can be had in no other way. One of 
God’s children, Jeremiah, who did not 
have even the entire Old Testament as 
we have it today, cried out with thanks- 
giving: “Thy words were found, and I 
did eat them; and thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: 
for I am called by thy name, O Lord God 
of hosts” (Jer. 15:16). Every born-again 
Christian is called by the name of the 
Lord, and can know by experience the 
joy and rejoicing of the prophet of long 
ago. There is a cynical proverb of the 
world, “Familiarity breeds contempt,” — 
and familiarity with the things and writ- 
ings of the world proves the truth of 
this proverb. But not so with God’s 
Word; these testimonies, and the testi- 
mony of countiess others, show that the 
more familiar we become with Scripture 
the more precious it becomes to us. “Hdw 
sweet are thy words unto my taste! 
yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 
(Psa. 119: 103.) 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 5. PETER PREACHES AT PENTECOST 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 2: 5-18, 36-41; printed text, Acts 2: 12-18, 36-41 
* Golden Text.—Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.—Zech. 4: 6 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 2:12-18, 36-41 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 2:12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying 
one to another, What meaneth this? 

13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, 
and said unto them, Ye men of Judza, and all ye that dwell at 
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but 
the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour 
out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 


36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that 
God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. 

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, say- 
ing, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and 
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
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Acts 2:12 And they were all amazed, and were perplexed, say- 
ing one to another, What meaneth this? 13 But others mocking 
said, They are filled with new wine. 

14 But Peter, stan. ing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, 
and spake forth unto them, saying, Ye men of Judza, and all 
ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and give 
ear unto my words. 15 For these are not drunken, as ye sup- 
pose; seeing it is but the third hour of the day; 16 but this is 
that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17 1 And it shall be in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh: 
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
And your young men shall see visions, 

And your old men shall dream dreams: 

18 Yea and on my “servants and on my * handmaidens in those days 
Will I pour forth of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 


36 Let ‘all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God 
hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified. 
37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what 
shall we do? 38 And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the 
remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 For to you is the promise, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call unto him. 40 And with many other words he testified, and 
exhorted them, saying, Save yourselves from this crooked gener- 
ation. 41 They then ®that received his word were baptized: and 
there were added unto them in that day about three thousand 
souls. 
1Joel 2:28ff. °%Gr., bondmen. #*Gr., 
every house. *Or, having received. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 


bondmaidens. ‘Or, 





souls. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 
Approach to the Lesson 

T IS all important to understand aright 
| what took place at Pentecost. There 

had been many Pentecosts in Israel’s 
history, for it was an annual feast cele- 
brating the beginning of the harvest, but 
all these were types. The Pentecost of 
Acts 2 was the fulfillment of the type. 
On that day God began a new work of 
taking out a special people to himself, 
from Jews and Gentiles, to form the 
Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit came 
that day as a divine Person to indwell 
believers and to baptize them into one 
Body. He came, too, to empower them 
for service as a redeemed and cleansed 
people that the message of the Gospel 
might be carried to the ends of the earth. 
Strictly speaking, there can never be an- 
other Pentecost any more than there can 
be another Passover owned by God 
since Christ our Passover has been sac- 
rificed for us. But it is necessary for 
each believer to recognize and yield to 
the Spirit who came at Pentecost if he 
would be a witness in power to a lost 
world. 

Before the coming of the Spirit the 
apostles were so many individuals as yet 
unfilled for the great task allotted to them. 
After that momentous event they were 
members of the Body of Christ, endued 
with power from on high to go forth to 


Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
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proclaim the Gospel message to the ends 
of the earth. 


The Historical Setting 


The feast of Pentecost took place on 
the fiftieth day after the feast of first- 
fruits, which followed shortly after the 
celebration of the Passover (see Lev. 
23:4-21). In the fulfillment of the type 
Christ died as the Passover lamb. The 
day after the next sabbath he arose as 
“the first-fruits of them that slept” (1 
Cor. 15:20). Fifty days later, on the 
morrow after the seventh sabbath, the 
Holy Spirit descended to inaugurate the 
new dispensation of the grace of God 
(Acts 2:1-4). 


Verse by Verse 


Verse 12.—“All amazed.” We need to 
have the previous verses in mind if we 
would understand what it was that as- 
tonished the people in Jerusalem that 
day. The judgment of Babel (Gen. 11: 
7-9) had been reversed by the coming 
of the Spirit, so that men who knew but 
one language spake in many. 


Verse 13.—“‘Full of new wine.” Those 
who did not understand the language 
spoken thought they were listening to 
the incoherent babbling of drunkards. 

Verse 14.—“Peter ... with the eleven.” 
Peter had been fully restored in soul 
and now takes precedence of all the 
other apostles, as he explains the mar- 
velous things that had taken place. 

Verse 15.—“Not drunken.” It was not 
the exhilaration of strong drink that af- 
fected the speakers, but the filling of the 


Holy Spirit (see Eph. 5:18). It was not 
customary for men to drink to intoxica- 
tion so early in the day. The third hour 
was what we know as nine o’clock. 


Verse 16.—‘This is that.” Observe that 
Peter does not declare the Pentecostal 
experience to be the complete fulfill- 
ment of Joel 2:28-32. That prophecy in- 
cludes the restoration of Israel follow- 
ing the judgment of the powers that 
have oppressed them. But by the ex- 
pression “this is that” we are to under- 
stand that it was the same Holy Spirit 
who was beginning the work of enlight- 
ening the people of Israel and the 
nations. 


Verse 17.—“I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh.” No longer was the spe- 
cial favor of God to be confined to the 
“lost sheep of the house of Israel.” The 
blessing of the new age was for all who 
would receive it. 


Verse 18.—“They shall prophesy.” Em- 
powered by the Spirit, men and women 
would become witnesses for God, speak- 
ing in divine power. Prophecy is not 
necessarily foretelling the future, but 
speaking to men to edification, as in 1 
Corinthians 14:3. Read carefully all of 
Peter’s sermon and note the climax in 
verse 36. 


Verse 36.—“Both Lord and Christ.” 
After tracing the story of Jesus and his 
work in type and prophecy, Peter shows 
how all has now been fulfilled and God 
has borne witness to his satisfaction in 
the work of his Son by raising him from 
the dead and setting him forth as the 




















Lesson for February 5 


Anointed One —the risen Messiah who 
is Lord of all. 


Verse 37.—“What shall we do?” A 
sense of their terrible folly in reject- 
ing God’s anointed comes over his 
hearers and leads to the agonized cry, 
“What shall we do?” Notice, it is not 
exactly the question of the jailer at 
Philippi (Acts 16:30). They were in 
utter bewilderment. Since Messiah had 
come and they had crucified him, what 
could they do to remedy the dreadful 
sin and blunder they had committed? 


Verse 38.—“Repent, and be baptized.” 
It is as though Peter said, “Change your 
attitude and by baptism take sides with 
the Christ the nation has refused. In 
this you own your faith in his name and 
through that name you will receive the 
forgiveness of sins and God will give to 
you also the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 


Verse 39.—“The promise is unto you.” 
The nation as such had forfeited every 
claim upon God. But to all who thus 
identified themselves with Christ the 
blessing of God was still available. It 
was for them and their children and 
even for the Gentiles who were “afar 
off” (Eph. 2:11-13), for there was no 
limit to the offered grace of God. 


Verse 40.—‘“Save yourselves.” They 
could not save themselves from eternal 
wrath. They could, however, save them- 
selves from the governmental judgments 
about to fall on the disobedient nation 
of the Jews, by obedience to the com- 
mand of God. 


Verse 41—“Three thousand souls.” 
The response was immediate and mar- 
velous. Three thousand of his hearers 
received Christ in faith and owned him 
as Lord by submitting to baptism in 
accordance with his Word. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is submission to Christ that saves 
for eternity all who confide in his name. 
On Pentecost God began that work of 
grace which he has continued through 
all the Christian centuries — forgiving 
the sins of all who turn to him in re- 
pentance, putting their trust in his once 
crucified but now risen and glorified 
Son. All blessing for sinners is wrap- 
ped up in him. God has no other mes- 
sage for a ruined race than the offer 
of mercy through the One that the world 
rejected. The Gospel proclaimed by 
Peter on Pentecost is still the message 
that all men need, Jesus died. God has 
raised him from the dead. Through his 
name remission of sins is offered to all 
who confess him as the only Saviour 
and Lord, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

What a difference between Peter be- 
fore Pentecost and after! Though a 
real believer and one who truly loved 
his Lord, he was afraid to confess him 
when challenged by the high priest’s 
servants, After the Spirit filled him he 
spoke the Word boldly and with such 
power that three thousand were con- 
verted the first day of the new age of 
grace, 


How vivid the contrast between the 
two dispensations! On the first day 
that the law was put into effect about 
three thousand were slain (Exod. 32: 
28). Upon the first day of the preach- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 


re re Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 
7. February 12.—Peter Heals a Lame 
ee emer Acts 3:1 to 4:22 


8. February 19.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Its Social Perils (A social aspect of 
the liquor problem). 
Amos 6:1-6; 1 Peter 2:11, 12; 4:1-5 
9. February 26.—Peter in Samaria. 


Acts 8:4-25 

10. March 5.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1-48 

11. March 12.—Peter Delivered from 
oo eee ye re eee ee Acts 12:5-17 


12. March 19.—Peter Exhorts to Chris- 
. fC eer rr 1 Peter 3:8-18 

13. March 26.—Peter Interprets Christ’s 

Sufferings and Death. 
1 Peter 1:17-23; 2:20-25 
Second Quarter 

1. April 2.—Saul Becomes a New Man. 

Acts 9:1-30 








ing of the risen Christ three thousand 
were saved! 


Lesson Outlines - 


THE FEASTS OF THE LORD 
(Lev. 23) 

Passover — The death of Christ (v. 5; 
I Cor. 5:7). 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread — 
Practical Holiness (v. 6; 1 Cor. 5:8). 

The First-fruits — Christ’s resurrection 
(vs. 10, 11; 1 Cor. 15:20). 

Pentecost — The Calling of the Church 
(vs. 15-17; Acts 2:7). 

The Feast of Trumpets — The Regath- 
ering of Israel (v. 24; Joel 2: 15-32). 

The Great Day of Atonement — Israel’s 
recognition of Christ (vs. 27, 28; Isa. 53; 
Zech. 12). 

The Feast of Tabernacles— The Mil- 
lennial Glory (vs. 34-43; Zech. 14: 16-21). 
Tue Hoty Spirit AND His OPERATIONS 
Produces conviction (John 16:7, 8). 

Effects the new birth (John 3:6). 

Seals the believer (Eph. 1:13). 

Anoints for service and illumination 
(1 John 2:20, 27). 

Baptizes into the Body of Christ (1 
Cor. 12:13). 

Empowers for testimony (Acts 1:8). 


Practical and Personal Applications 

If you are a Christian, the Holy Spirit 
indwells you (Rom. 8:9). But are you 
walking in the Spirit as an overcomer 
and a witness for Christ? 


It is the privilege of every child of 
God to live daily and hourly under the 
Spirit’s control. Are you conscious of 
this? 


All believers are baptized by the Holy 
Spirit into the Body of Christ, but it is 
another thing to be filled with the Spirit 
(Eph, 5:18). Are we emptied of self 
that he may fill us? 

The Holy Spirit delights to exalt 
Christ, as he did through Peter and 
the eleven on Pentecost. Are we seek- 
ing to lift him up that men may find 
blessing through his name? 

If we profess to know Christ as Sav- 
iour, do we own him as Lord of our 
lives, realizing that he who bought us 
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with his blood has now the first claim 
upon us? 

There can be no real faith in Christ 
apart from true repentance, which in- 
volves the recognition and acknowledg- 
ment of our lost condition. Have we 
thus turned to God for salvation? 


Obedience is a test of reality. Are we 
who profess to be saved careful to obey 
the Word of God as it is opened up to 
us by the Holy Spirit? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Before the Spirit came on Pentecost 
the disciples were so many separate 
units, but the next instant they were 
members of the Body of Christ. 


The coming of the Comforter was the 
means of the formation of the Church 
as the Body of the risen Christ, and also 
the means for empowering the members 
of Christ to witness for him in a needy 
world. 


We do not need to seek another Pen- 
tecost, but to appropriate by faith what 
has already been given. 


He who would be filled with the Spirit 
must be yielded to God, and his Word 
must dwell in him richly. 


The spirit of the wine-cup gives an 
unnatural exhilaration, but the filling of 
the Spirit lifts one unto a truly spiritual 
level. 


Joel’s prophecy goes on to the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord, but the 
same Spirit who worked mightily then 
has been given to believers now. 


It is the preaching of Christ crucified 
that saves, for God has linked all bless- 
ing for time and eternity to faith in his 
Son. 


The name of the Lord Jesus is a reser- 
voir of divine grace sufficient to meet 
the need of every poor sinner, whether 
Jew or Gentile, who turns to God in re- 
pentance. 


We are saved by grace alone from the 
wrath of God against our sins, but we 
need to save ourselves from the world 
and its ways by boldly identifying our- 
selves with a rejected Christ. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HEN was the day of Pentecost observed 
and why? 

2. What was the effect of the baptism of 
the Spirit? 

3. What outward manifestations accom- 
panied the coming of the Spirit on Pente- 
cost? 

4. Why did some of those who heard the 
apostles speaking in other tongues think 
they were drunk? 

5. What prophecy did Peter cite to show 
that the same Spirit was then present and 
working in power? 

6. What Psalm did he refer to as proving 
that Christ must die and be raised again? 

7. How has God shown his satisfaction in 
the work of his Son? 

8. What effect did Peter’s preaching have 
upon his hearers? 

9. Why did Peter link baptism with re- 
pentance? 

10. What limit did he put to the offer of 
forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 46 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Secret of the Wick.—By my spirit 
(Golden Text). What a sermon there 
is in a wick! Sit down beside it, and 
ask how it dares hope that it can supply 
light for hours to come. Will you not 
soon burn to an end, you wick of a lamp? 
“No, I do not fear it, since the light does 
not burn me, though it burns on me. 
I only bear to it the oil which saturates 
my texture. It is not I, but the oil that 
is in me that furnishes the light.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Speaking Every Man’s Language.— 
How hear we every man in our own 
tongue, wherein we were born? (Acts 
2:8.) In the post office of Buenos Aires 
they make a specialty of languages. 
Great numbers of immigrants reach that 
enterprising city every year. They all 
soon visit the post office, and the gov- 
ernment has made it a point to greet 
them with some one speaking their 
native tongue. It was said that the 
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other day, at the same time, a German, 
a Chinese, a Frenchman, two Poles, a 
Lithuanian, and three Englishmen, none 
of them able to understand a word of 
Spanish, entered that friendly post office, 
ana all came out feeling that they had 
reached another homeland. Let every 
Christian get the spirit of that post of- 
fice in his own life. No one should be 
a stranger to a Christian. He should 
speak the language of love, which is 
current in every land. Have we not, 
in these considerations, come to the 
heart of Pentecost? In Christ every 
one of that multitude had found a 
friend. In Christianity each one of them, 
though from a far-distant land, had 
reached the home of the soul.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. Lizzie 
Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


“God Speaks Our Language.”—We do 
hear them speak in our tongues the won- 
derful works of God (v. 11). The Rev. 
Dougias Gray, a Wesleyan Methodist 
missionary, was translating the Gospel 
of Mark into the language of a tribe 
in Northern Rhodesia. One morning he 
went to church and thought that with- 
cut saying anything, he would read the 
lesson from his notes in their language, 
instead of using a translation in the lan- 
guage of the neighboring tribe as usual. 
The chapter was given out, and as he 
read, suddenly all seemed to sit up. They 
called out, “It is God’s voice; He is talk- 
ing to us, He is using our language!” 
A hymn was sung, and he was about 
to preach when they called, some with 
tears streaming down their cheeks, “No, 
no! Let God go on talking to us. He 
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speaks our language !”—From the Wes- 
leyan Missionary. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


The Jews’ Messiah.—Let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ (v. 36). 
While riding one day in a New York 
subway train, I breathed a prayer of 
guidance as to how to begin a conversa- 
tion with a young Jew who sat beside 
me. I handed him a tract and waited 
for him to read it. Then I asked him 
how he felt toward Christ. He tried 
to evade the question, but after awhile 
he said this: “I must get off at the next 
station, but I will tell you what our 
rabbi told us in the synagogue last week. 
He said that he was beginning to think 
that Jesus Christ, after all, may be our 
Messiah, and that we have been wrong 
all these centuries.” The Jew smiled 
as he said it, and then added, “You look 
surprised. So did all the Jews in the 
synagogue.” He then got off the train, 
and I have always regretted that I did 
not forget my business errand and fol- 
low him in an effort to learn who the 
rabbi was and further persuade my 
young traveling companion. As it was, 
I prayed that both he and the rabbi 
would soon find Christ as their Saviour. 
—From a personal experience. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


His Personal Bible——For the promise 
is unto you (v. 39). It is related of Mr. 
Joseph Mackey, some years ago pub- 
lisher of the Commercial Gazette of New 
York, that, having a large number of 
working men in his employ, he had them 
print for his own individual use a com- 
plete copy of the Bible, differing from 
the ordinary one only in this, that wher- 
ever there was a general promise he 
made it particular by inserting his own 
name before it. For example, he made 
it read thus: “Joseph Mackey, ask and 
receive, that your joy may be full.” 
“Joseph Mackey, my grace is sufficient 
for thee.” We can well imagine that 
the Scriptures became a very different 
book to him when he read it in this 
way.—From God’s Revivalist. Sent by 
Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, Minn. 


The Same Holy Spirit Today.—And the 
same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls (v. 41b). 
James Stewart, evangelist, was recently 
invited to hold meetings in Budapest, 
Hungary. Professor Kiss of the Uni- 
versity of Budapest writes: “When we 
heard that a young evangelist was com- 
ing to our city we had very little faith 
that anything could be accomplished. 
Yet nobody has ever seen in this genera- 
tion, nor we believe since the Reforma- 
tion, such workings of the Holy Spirit 
as at this time. Our Prime Minister 
gave instructions to the Chief of Police 
that he must in no way hinder the meet- 
ings. In a month Mr. Stewart held 130 
meetings, visiting schools and colleges 
also. The gatherings grew till the largest 
hall, holding 4,000 people, was filled 
each evening. Three hundred men con- 
fessed Christ in a single gathering, and 
3,000 souls found Christ during the pe- 
riod of the meetings.”—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis 
Roe, Lynn, Mass. Prize illustration. 
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Lesson for February 5 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
give us, we pray thee, the courage to speak 
forth the truth as we have opportunity. May 
we not fear what man may think or do, but 
may we rejoice in the privilege of being mes- 
sengers of the Gospel of the Son of God. May 
we study this great sermon of Peter’s as a 
help to our own understanding of how men 
are reached, who at first are far from believ- 
ing in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. We 
thank thee that it is not our persuasive skill, 
but the power of the Holy Spirit in impressing 
the truth upon others, that opens up the mar- 
vel of salvation to them. M y we trust thy 
Word more. May we realize that it does not 
return to thee empty, but has power today 
to lead those to thyself who will hear the good 
news. In the name of him who is the life and 
the light, we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Those who have led 
many persons to Christ testify that the 
Word of God is what brings awakening 
and conviction more than any other 
word that can be said. If you read this 
sermon of Peter’s, you will notice how 
he reminds his hearers of what the Word 
said about the Lord, and he sets before 
them wonderful prophecies about the 
Lord Jesus, and then sums up the teach- 
ing in that great thirty-sixth verse. Let 
us find that in our Bibles and read it 
together. Then when his hearers began 
to ask what they should do about it all, 
Peter told them most clearly and plainly. 
What was the result of all this? Yes, 
three thousand were added to the 
church. Would you like to see a revival 
like that? Well, just consider what 
might occur if the church should be as 
busy as Peter was in teaching others the 
great truths of salvation. Is there just 
one person to whom you might carry the 
message this week? Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


He Who Writes.—I will pour out in 
those days of my Spirit (Acts 2:18). 
There is only one way to account for 
Simon Peter and all petrine people since 
that apostle’s day. They have come un- 
der the power of the Holy Spirit. 

If you are in the Lord’s work as a 
teacher or preacher you are likely to 
have had this experience: 

You will have made careful prepara- 
tion for lesson or preachment. Then 
when you are up before your audience 
“something” will happen to you, and 
you find yourself switched off the 
“track” you expected to run on, to an- 
other line. 

But you are further surprised to find 
yourself running along with ease, unc- 


. tion, and power. Your hearers sit with 


rapt attention. When the meeting is 
over you are told: 

“Teacher, that is the best lesson you 
have ever taught!” “Doctor, that is the 
best sermon you have ever preached !” 

Just one way to account for the phe- 
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nomena. The Holy Spirit has just made 
use of you for some wise purpose (Exod. 
4:12; Jer. 1:7; Matt. 10:19). 

This Corner from the beginning has 
been written under this prayer I got 
from Dr. Stearns years ago, “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, and I am for thy pleas- 
ure” (Rev. 4:11}. 

As I prayed this prayer I have taken 
up a lesson text and I find my head 
feeling as solid ivory, idea-less, and 
dumb. Then all at once something up 
there seems to break loose, and my pen- 
cil has fairly to fly over the notebook 
pages to keep up! 


Getting Down Where People Live !— 
They were pricked in their heart, and 
said ... What shall we do? (v. 37.) Just 
kindly note it is the heart and not the 
head which was touched. And just 
between you and me and the gatepost, 
this old troubled world of ours needs 
the heart treatment rather than head- 
ache pills! Comforting sermons rather 
than intellectual essays. The warm 
handclasp of encouragement rather than 
the faultfinding scold of our imperfec- 
tions. The hand upon the shoulder 
rather than the sock upon the jaw! (2 
Tim. 2:23-26; Titus 3:9.) 

The late Dr. James M. Farrar of 
Brooklyn told me this: He always had 
a children’s sermon before his regular 
sermon in his Park Slope Church. These 
sermons were quite famous, and were 
printed in the Christian Herald and aft- 
erward published in book form. 

At a social function a distinguished 
judge of New York came up to Dr. Far- 
rar with some friends, and said: 

“Doctor, I had the great pleasure of 
hearing you preach a fine sermon the 
other Sunday.” 
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“Say, Judge,” bantered a friend, “your 
Sunday clothes must have been mightily 
surprised to find themselves in a place 
of worship.” 

“Oh, I’m no heathen like you fellows. 
I get to church now and then. And when 
I go, I don’t go to sleep. Doctor, I can 
give you the heads of your sermon 
to prove I pay attention.” 

“I was not surprised at that,” said Dr. 
Farrar, “for upon that Sunday I had 
prepared a sermon upon which I had 
put much fine work. But imagine my 
surprise when the Judge, upon being 
challenged by his friends to name the 
sermon heads, gave the sermon I had 
preached to my children. 

‘IT had a revelation right then and 
there. Busy men in the world do not 
want to sit and listen to brainy master- 
pieces. They have those on their book- 
shelves. They want and enjoy the sim- 
ple teaching from the child level. I 
changed my way of preaching and kept 
down where the boy, which is inside the 
man, could get me. Now you would 
have to come early to get a seat in my 
church, and the midweek prayer meet- 
ing is usually packed.” 

The night I was there they had to 
carry in chairs to take care of the at- 
tendance. 

Here are the texts of two sermons I 
heard Dr. Farrar preach: “Take it by 
the tail” (Exod. 4:4); “Two legs, or a 
piece of an ear” (Amos 3:12). 


The Daniel Webster Way.—With many 
other words did he testify and exhort, 
saying, Save yourselves (v. 40). When 
you read the plain and simple recital 
of what Peter said, perhaps as with me, 
you have wondered at this tremendous 
effect upon his audience. Power of the 
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Holy Spirit? Yes, but God works 
through worldly instrumentalities with 
the Christian disciple as with his ancient 
prophet (Exod. 4:10, 14). 

When we went to school we were 
obliged to read Webster’s “Plea for 
Dartmouth College,” which we were told 
was a masterpiece of English oratory. 

Here is one fellow who found it dull 
and a very weariness to the flesh. I 
said: “I guess I am just dumb and can’t 
appreciate oratorical masterpieces. That 
plea would never move me.” Yet I read 
that when Webster made his plea before 
the Supreme Court tears rolled down 
the cheeks of the Chief Justice, his as- 
sociates were overcome with emotion, 
and there was not a dry eye in the 
crowded court room as they sat fascin- 
ated by the great lawyer’s eloquence. 

Then one day I read the Life of Daniel 
Webster. Here I found that when Web- 
ster made his famous plea he described 
in vivid language, of which he was a 
master, the hard New England condi- 
tions amid which the college was born. 
He spoke of the rocky and stubborn 
soil and the gruelling labor to win a 
livelihood from it. Of the old minister 
and his family denying themselves al- 
most the very necessities of life that he 
might give to the college. 

Webster pictured the pious home of 
denial and _ self-sacrifice endured by 
these folks of culture and refinement 
that poor boys might have an educa- 
tion to fit them for a fuller life. 

It was such a picture that melted 
Webster’s audience of hardheaded law- 
yers. But when the speech came to be 
printed Webster cut out all the beauty 
of flesh, figure, and garments, and we 
have only the dry bones of the great 
oration. 

And I have often thought since read- 
ing Webster’s life that perhaps Peter’s 
great “Plea” might have been something 
like Webster’s. For example, Peter’s de- 
scription of the terrible scene on Cal- 
vary, and not just the words you read 
in verses 22, 23, and 24. (See the text at 
the head of this section, Acts 2:40.) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “But Peter, standing up...” 
(Acts 2:14). 

Discussion: In what respects is Peter in 
this lesson rising superior to the other 
apostles, and how may it be accounted 
for? 


Objective: ‘All of Christ and none of 
me.” 











AY, fellows, just look at the differ- 

ence in Peter now. What a change 
has come over our hero! Can you rec- 
ognize him as the same man who “fol- 
lowed afar off,” terror-stricken, on that 
fatal Thursday night? Or as the poor 
feliow terrified by the questioning of a 
maid in the outer court of the high 
priest’s palace, while he shivered by 
the brazier of coals? Is this man whom 
we see “standing up” facing those mock- 
ing and hostile Jews, boldly accusing 
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them, saying that “with wicked hands” 
they had crucified and slain the Son 
of God —can he possibly be that spine- 
less Simon Peter of Luke 22:54-62? Yes, 
he is the same Peter— and yet not the 
same, for something has taken place on 
the inside of Peter since that awful 
night, and that something is nothing less 
than the Holy Spirit himself. The Holy 
Spirit has taken his place inside of Peter. 
A very good way to express it: for the 
Holy Spirit’s rightful place is on the 
inside of any real disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 

But before this could take place there 
were some things that had to give place 
on the inside of Peter; and the process 
began on the same“night he denied his 
Lord. It began in repentance; Peter had 
gone out and “wept bitterly” (Luke 22: 
62). He saw the pride and the disloy- 
ality in his own heart, and he despised 
himself. These went away and gave 
place for the coming in of the Holy 
Spirit. But there were days of waiting, 
first. In the upper room (Acts 1:13, 14) 
Peter waited. It seems this is a neces- 
sary part of the process of becoming an 
effective, witnessing servant of the Lord. 
Moses had a long wait of forty years 
on “the backside of the desert”; David 
had a testing, waiting time; most of the 
old prophets who so mightily served the 
Lord had their periods of restrained 
quietness; John the Baptist waited in 
the wilderness; Paul the apostle endured 
a wait in seclusion before he could get 
into the marvelous service awaiting him. 
It is a way the Lord has with those serv- 
ants he uses most effectively. 

Here is the point, fellows. Some of 
you may be wondering when the Lord 
is going to lead you out.into your big 
work. He seems to be taking his time 
about it. You may be growing discour- 
aged. You have given up some besetting 
sin, perhaps, and with a fine self-aban- 
donment you have thrown yourself at 
the feet of the Lord Jesus, saying, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” And 
nothing seems to show up. As far as 
you can see you are having to plod along 
in the same old path of routine or 
drudgery, and you do not get the new 
joy in life you had expected would im- 
mediately come — once you surrendered. 

“But let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing” (Jas. 1:4). Pa- 
tience is the only human quality men- 
tioned in God’s Word that has a “per- 
fect work.” ‘That is because it is only 
when you are patient that the Holy 
Spirit can enter and do his perfect work. 
In the waiting process the Lord is ham- 
mering out the metal to that point of 
fineness that he can use. Sit still until 
you get clear orders to move. That does 
not mean to be idle. There is a very 
good philosophy which says: “Blessed 
is he who [hustles while he] waits.” 
There is always something to do. It 
may be a small something, but it is the 
antidote for an idleness that might be 
fata. 

It was while an emptied Peter pa- 
tiently waited with his brethren that 
the Holy Spirit came and filled him so 
that he became an intrepid, flaming wit- 
ness for his Lord. 


Epurata, Pa. 


January 21, 1939 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 43) 


1. In the spring of the year, fifty days 
after the feast of first-fruits, as an expres- 
sion of gratitude to God for giving the 
fruits of the ground. 


2. It united the believers into one body 
and empowered them to witness for Christ. 


3. There was the sound of a _ rushing 
mighty wind, cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and the ability given to preach in languages 
never learned. 


4. Because, not understanding the lan- 
guages used, they thought the apostles were 
babbling like drunkards. 


5. Joel 2:28-32, which tells of the pouring 
out of the Spirit in the last days. 


6. Psalm 16, which predicted Christ’s burial 
and resurrection. 


7. By raising him from the dead and glo- 
rifying him as Lord and Christ in Heaven. 


8. They realized their awful mistake in 
rejecting Christ, and cried out in distress, 
“What shall we do?” 


9. Because Christian baptism was the way 
appointed to indicate outwardly their iden- 
tification with the One the nation had re- 
jected. 


10. It was extended to them, their children, 
and “‘all that are afar off,’’ even to as many 
as God should call. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 








PETER PREACHES AT PENTECOST 
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Lesson for February 5 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls get a clear con- 
ception of what the preaching service may 
mean to them. 


Activity.—The teacher and class may 
bring pictures representing preaching 
services in various situations: large city 
churches, small-town churches, country 
missions, churches of other countries, 
native services in Africa, India, Latin 
America, and others. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Lo, I am with you 


alway, even unto the end of the world’ 
(Matt. 28:20). 














IRLS, as we are gathered here this 

morning we seem like just one lit- 
tle group in one church, yet we actually 
are a part of countless numbers of sim- 
ilar little groups in other churches all 
around the world meeting to study this 
lesson about a transformed Peter and 
the risen, living Christ. Let us try to 
visualize these groups of students as 
we look at some church scenes. (Dis- 
play the pictures, and if possible, leave 
them in view during the period.) As 
prayers from all these places are made 
to God this morning he is in the midst 
ready to answer and help. How do we 
know this? Look at John 14:16, 17, and 
our Memory Verse. Will several of you 
give voluntary prayers of thanksgiving 
and praise, and ask for God’s blessing 
on young people’s classes everywhere? 

Today we meet a new Peter. Instead 
of the simple follower of the Man of 
Galilee, we meet an eloquent Peter who 
led three thousand persons to accept 
Christ as Saviour after his first sermon. 
What is the explanation of this? The 
heavenly Father was performing super- 
naturally through a yielded individual. 
To find the secret of this change, glance 
at Luke 24:36-53. (The teacher may call 
attention to the high lights.) 

1. The crucified Saviour was not dead, 
but alive (v. 39). 

2. Christ illuminated the Scriptures for 
his disciples (vs. 44-47). 

3. These disciples were commigsioned 
to go forth and share this new vision 
with their fellow men (v. 48). 

4. These men must wait until the Holy 
Spirit prepared them for their new work 
(vs. 49, 53). 

(Review with the girls the first part 
of Acts 2.) Devout Jews from many dis- 
tant countries had assembled in Jeru- 
salem to worship God as they kept the 
Feast of Pentecost, the time of the har- 
vest (Lev. 23:15, 16; Deut. 16:9). Notice 
the countries from whence they came 
(Acts 2:9-11). When these worshipers 
heard of the strange events taking place 
among the disciples, curious crowds 
gathered, and to his great surprise each 
person heard the Gospel story in his 
own language. 

What was the message they heard? 
(Read the lesson text.) A group of young 
people were asked what kind of preacher 
they liked best. Here are a few of the 
answers: “I like a preacher who gives 
a message I can understand.” “I like 
one who illustrates his sermon.” “A 
man who can really turn sinners to God 
is the type I admire.” ‘My favorite 
preacher is one who makes me want to 
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live a better Christian life.” “The 
preacher I like best is one who really 
knows the Lord Jesus Christ, and who 
can make him more real to me.” Can 
you add to these qualifications for an 
ideal preacher? 

Now let us look through Peter’s ser- 
mon and see how he measures up to our 
ideal: 

1. He was willing to wait until he was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and power. 

2. He used a subject which his hearers 
understood. The crucifixion and resur- 
rection of Jesus of Nazareth was one of 
the leading topics of the day. Peter 
presented this same Jesus as the Mes- 
siah of the Scriptures with which his 
listeners were familiar. Girls, the more 
we understand the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, the clearer will be our under- 
standing of the Christ of the New Testa- 
ment. (Try to interest the girls in 
constructive study during their daily de- 
votions of some portion of the Old Tes- 
tament.) 

3. Peter now knew Christ, not only 
as his dearest Friend, but as his cruci- 
fied and resurrected Lord, the source of 
his new-found inspiration and power, 
and he was able, also, to make his lis- 
teners know Christ in this manner. 

4, Under this preaching men were con- 
victed of sin. “What shall we do?” was 
their plea. “Whenever you conduct a 
service, you make me feel that I must 
know God better,” a friend once told a 
Christian worker. 

5. Because Peter was yielded to the 
Holy Spirit, his listeners “received his 
word [and] were baptized.” Three thou- 
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sand souls accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour that one memorable day. 

6. The blessing of this message did not 
stop with that one occasion, for day 
after day more people were saved. What 
a wonderful story the visiting Jews who 
were converted could carry back to their 
home towns in various countries! Pen- 
tecost would no longer be merely a har- 
vest feast to them; it would commemo- 
rate the day of their new birth. 
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(The teacher may distribute question- 
naires similar to the following for the 
class to fill out during, or after, the next 
preaching service.) 


Wuat Dip THE PREACHING SERVICE 
MEAN TO ME? 

1. What message did the hymns bring 
to me? 

2. Did the prayer help to bring me 
into closer relationship with God? How? 

3. Was I conscious that God was 
speaking to me through the Scripture 
reading? 

4. What part may my Offering have 
in helping to make Christ known? 

5. How did the minister’s sermon help 
me? (Take notes by listing the main 
points of the sermon, the most illuminat- 
ing sentences, and an outline of illus- 
trations used.) 

In our lesson next Sunday we shall 
find that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, and today, and forever. 
Find out why Peter said the words of 
Acts 3:6 and memorize this verse. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


At last we can take Peter out of the 
center of the chart, and put the large 
picture of Christ there. Put the small 
Peter opposite No. 6. Place a small card 
with the numbers 3,000 and 5,000, next to 
the “6.” (See instructions for Lesson 1, 
Times of Dec. 17.) Let the children have 
similar cards on which to print the Golden 
Text (Zech. 4:6). 











FTER the Lord Jesus went back to 

Heaven to live, the disciples did as 
he had told them, and waited, praying, 
in an upper room in Jerusalem until the 
Holy Spirit came. When he came, it 
was with wonderful miracles—a rush- 
ing wind filled the house, tongues of 
fire sat on each believer, and they began 


to speak in the language of all the vis- - 


itors in Jerusalem. 

Peter was one of these believers, and 
he was a different man after this. Peter, 
who had been such a coward that he 
couldn’t stand up for his Lord among 
the servants in the high priest’s hall, 
became fearless, afraid of nothing in the 
wor'd. 

Peter, who had been willful and very 
sure of himself, became a willing serv- 
ant of Christ, trusting in the power of 
the Spirit, not in his own strength. And 
then things began to happen in Peter’s 
life. He preached a sermon on the very 
day the Holy Spirit came into his heart, 
and 3,000 people were saved. A few 
days later he preached another sermon, 
and 5,000 men believed on the Lord. 

What did he preach? He preached the 
Lord Jesus, his death and resurrection, 
and he told them Jesus was the Son of 
Jehovah God. They believed in God, 
now they should accept his Son. And 
8,000 accepted when Peter preached. 

But the rulers of the Jews arrested 
Peter and shut him up until the next 
day, when they brought him before their 
council, and he again preached Christ 
and him crucified and risen. Much per- 
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secution came on Peter, but he was 
never again a coward. 

What about us? Are we afraid to tell 
our schoolmates and friends about the 
Lord Jesus? We should be doing what 
Peter was doing, if we are saved, be- 
cause the Holy Spirit came into our 
hearts when we believed. Shall) we let 
Him make us brave for Christ? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 





[ Children at Home 


The Blue Racer 
By Frederick Hall 


OBBY rapped and waited, expecting 

every moment to hear Billy come 
running to the door. Billy did not come, 
even when he rapped a second and then 
a third time, and all the while, right 
there beside the door, stood the Blue 
Racer that he had come to ask if he 
might borrow. 

Billy had had a cold the day before 
and could not play outside, so he had 
lent the sled to Bobby Stacey and he 
and Joe. and Betty Breen had used it 
all the afternoon. Bobby and Billy 
were good friends. Bobby felt sure Billy 
would lend it again, unless he himself 
were going to use it. Only — how could 
he ask, if no one answered his knock? 

He rapped once more—louder; then 
he went to a window and peeked in. 
There was no one in sight and, when 
he rapped for the last time, it sounded 
as if the house were empty. Mr. Crane, 
Billy’s father, had a carpenter shop in 
the back yard and was often at work 
there, but this time a sign on the door 
read, “Back at half past four.” 

Bobby could not wait that long. Why, 
it would be getting dark by five, and he 
and Joe and Betty would have to be 
starting home. It was four now —the 
town hall clock was striking. A moment 
he stood thinking, then suddenly he did 
what, of course, he should not have 
done: he took the Blue Racer, without 
any permission, and started off. 

Betty and Joe saw him coming, and 
Betty called: “Goody! He’s got it.” 

“It was right by the front door,” he 
said, but he did not tell them he had 
taken it without asking anyone. 

At the hill a dozen other children saw 
them coming and waved and shouted. 

“Hey, watch me!” called Tommy En- 
gel. “I can go farther than you can.” 
He flopped down on his sled and shoved 
off. 

The Blue Racer would hold three or 
even four. Billy sat in front to steer, 
Betty in the middle, Joe at the back to 
give a start, and they went much far- 
ther than Tommy did. Billy’s father had 
made the Blue Racer, and it was a 
really wonderful sled. 

Joe wanted to steer after Bobby had 
steered for a few times, and Bobby, of 
course, told him all right—he would 
shove off. Then, on Joe’s second trip, 
when they were going the very fastest 
they had gone yet, the sled jumped the 
track and came down on a rock hidden 
by the snow. All were thrown off and, 
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when they scrambled up, laughing, they 
stopped suddenly and looked at each 
other —the board they had been sitting 
on was split from end to end. 

“Billy’s sled!” Joe’s voice was almost 
a whisper. 

Bobby nodded and then told them. 

“I just took it; I never asked to bor- 
row it. Nobody was there to ask. IT4l 
go right back with it and tell Billy it 
was all my fault.” 

“But it isn’t,” Joe insisted. 
ing om 

“T think we were all some to blame,” 
said Betty, “and you and I ought to 
go back, too.” 

No one answered their rap, but smoke 
was coming from the chimney of the 
shop. They went there, and Bobby told 
exactly what he had done. 

“But it wasn’t all his fault,” declared 
Joe. “I was steering when we landed 
on that rock.” 

“You are right about one thing,” Mr. 
Crane said. “One should never borrow 
without permission. I don’t like it when 
men do that with my tools. Still—”’ He 
had picked up the Blue Racer and was 
looking at it. “This does not look like 
such a bad break. I believe we can 
fix it without much trouble. What I 
am wondering is why you had to bor- 
row the sled at all.” 

They told him. 

“You mean,” he said, looking from one 
to the other, “that you haven’t any sleds 
—at all? Well! Now, that’s something 
serious. All boys and girls ought to 
have sleds. I'll tell you: first, of course, 
we must fix this one.” He talked as if 
they were all going to do it together. 
“Then we better get busy on two more 
sleds. I think we can find wood for 
them right here. We may need a few 
screfs. You can raise ten or fifteen 
cents? All right. Ill have some time 
the next two or three days. We ought 
to have them ready by Saturday.” 

They did have them ready by Friday 
—excepting the painting; and the paint 
was dry Saturday morning. All that 
afternoon they were on the hill, Billy 
on his sled (the cold was better). Bobby 
on his, and Joe and Betty on theirs. 

‘I think,” said Betty, as she and Joe 
and Bobby trudged home together, “that 
Mr. Crane is the nicest man in town— 
excepting, of course, my own daddy.” 

BEREA, Ky. 


“My steer- 


A Monthly Day 
of Prayer and Fasting 
(Continued from fourth page) 


With all the dangers of the road, trav- 
elers are glad to know we remember 
them. 

Next we have a time of relaxation, 
as some one may tell of definite answers 
to prayer or perhaps a chapter is read 
from a book on prayer. There are many 
wonderful books on this subject written 
by men like Dr. W. E. Biederwolf, Dr. 
F. B. Meyers, Dr. R. A. Torrey, and An- 
drew Murray. 

Another season of prayer follows when 
each member of the church is prayed 
for by name. For those who have often 
called on the members and know the 
conditions in the homes, this is a time 
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of great privilege. Members have been 
added to our church roll because of this 
custom of praying for each member by 
name. 

The blessings of our day of prayer 
are numerous, but among others we 
would not forget the presence in our 
midst of retired warriors—those who 
have spent their lives in the service of 
the Lord and who are seasoned veterans 
in the school of prayer. We have, in- 
deed, been lifted Heavenward, as we 
have listened to the praise and adora- 
tion as well as the intercession of these 
aged saints. 

Also there is a special bond uniting 
those who spend this day together, and 
there is a real desire to have as one’s 
friends those who are willing to put 
a day aside for prayer. 

There are members of our church who, 
because of illness or for other reasons, 
are unable to be with us, but we know 
they are praying with us during this 
day. We rejoice in this and thus know 
that our prayer band is larger than it 
would at first appear. 

And let me add one word here in 
regard to the answers to our prayers. 
Not for a moment do we maintain that 
all our prayers are answered at once. 
We leave that to the perfect wisdom of 
our sovereign God, but the numerous 
answers have increased our faith. 

And now for the benefit of those con- 
templating a day of prayer, let me make 
a few suggestions that may be of use: 

1. Do not urge anyone to pray who is not 
in the habit of praying aloud. One who 

(Continued on next page) 
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When Visiting New York 


Pastors, Missionaries™==™ 
and Other Church Workers 


can find desirable, economical 

accommodations at the 11-story 

Headquarters Building of the 

National Bible Institute, at 
the city’s heart. 


FIRE-PROOF. EVERY ROOM OUTSIDE 
WITH HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 








For reservations, address, Guest 
Secretary, 340 West ssth Street, 
New York City. 


-— CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
Cee messages of cheerto the sick 
and sorrowing, birthday, Easter, etc., many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settings— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. Cards that are different—not found in stores— 
Boxed and Unboxed~—good profit—no investment 
tiecessary. Catalog and sales plans on request. 

PEASE GREETING CARDS, INC. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo, N.Y. 





























World Dominion Movement 


(INCORPORATED) 


THE MISSION FIELD COMES ALIVE 
New Surveys 1938 
CONGO CENTRAL AMERICA ARABIA 
Scientific and Vitally Evangelical 
Catalog on application— Mention Sunday School Times 
WORLD DOMINION OFFICES, 156 Fifth Ave., NewYork City 





In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





in material and spiritual returns? 


First, you are doing God's work in helping to extend His king- 
dom. Wheaton College is known for its high scholarship and 


A WHEATON ANNUITY 


Considering security, income, and accomplishments, can any 
investment excel a Wheaton College Annuity Contract 






fervent loyalty to the historic Christian faith. 
Second, you are making a life income certain to your- 


self or a survivor. 





a life income. 





MR. GEORGE V. KIRK, Vice-President 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 


Without obligation please tell me the full story of Wheaton College Life Annuity Contracts and how they provide 


All the material assets of Wheaton 


College valued at over two million dollars assure prompt 
payment of your annuity. No Annuitant has ever failed 
to receive a check in full and on time. 

Your Wheaton Annuity does not require a will, reduces 
taxes, saves litigation, court and attorney fees, makes you 
executor of your own estate, and enables you to dispose 
of what God has given you to further His work. 


Mail coupon for full particulars. 
“FOR CHRIST _AND_ HIS_ KINGDOM" 


Box T-19 
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VA? 2A IN P18; 1 F 


VINCENT’S WORD STUDIES IN THE 

NEW TESTAMENT — the four volumes, sec- 

ond-hand. We offer to buy complete sets at 

market price, or better. Address promptly. 

BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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is made uncomfortable in this way will 
doubtless be conspicuous in the future by 
his absence. 


2. See that no one is embarrassed who is 
old or infirm and who is more comfortable 
when not kneeling. In heathen lands the 
worshipers feel that bodily discomfort is 
pleasing to their gods, but our God is more 
concerned about the attitude of the heart 





GREAT BOOKS by WILLIAM R. NEWELL 





576 pa 


Inspiring to Read, Treasured as Gifts. Distribute Them to Your Friends—They Will 
Be Truly Grateful ‘for Deeper Spiritual Knowledge. 


ROMANS — Verse by Verse 


Consider this foreword by the late Francis L. Patton: ‘ 
is in the rehabilitating of the Pauline theology. It is back, back, back, to an incarnate 
Christ and the atoning blood, or it is on, on, on, to atheism and despai Ag 

This i new commen ¢ on a areat Pauline epistle is simple, spiritual, thorough. 


dora! hope of Christianity 


cloth binding. Two-color pictorial jacket. Post- 








ould. s per ave $1.50. [Distribute i in quantities to your friends! Note number of pages. 


REVELATION 


“Things which must shortly come to pass” 
“l consider your exposition of many of the difficult passages,"* said Oscar Lowry 
q more satisfactory than anything | have ever read on Revelation.” “f 
ry pan large sections’’ said Will H. Houghton, ‘‘with great interest and benefit.” 
s, 22 chapters. Gold stamped cloth binding. Two-color pictorial jacket. 
Fwd , per copy $1.50. 
Order through your bookseller, church supply house or from the publishers direct. 


GRACE PUBLICATIONS, 


100 W. yxy Ave., Dept.SS 


Inc. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 











Purtapenraia ScHoor OF THE BIBLE 


1721-27 SPRING GARDEN ST., PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 


In the Evening 


FTER a day’s work in the office or 
factory, it is not always easy to con- 
centrate upon intensive study. Here 
are a few of the hundreds enrolled 
in the P.S.B. Evening School. They 
come two nights each week, taking 
three hours of lectures each night and 
continuing 40 weeks each of the four 
years they are in training. They do 
it to become better preachers, teachers, 
missionaries, and full-time Christian 
workers. Hundreds of Graduates are 
already engaged in Christian work. 
Write for complete information 

of our Day School, practical 


work department, Correspondence 
School, and other activities. 


Address 1721-27 Spring Garden St., 
Dept. T 139. 
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Bible and all its wonderful helps and a 


Year’s Bible Course for only $2.50. 
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of a Bible and a year’s course of study provides all the materials 
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with the Bible. Start TODAY to know your Bible better. 


A YEAR’S BIBLE COURSE and a 950 
SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE ‘or 4= 


With a large type Bible, the combination is $3.25 
At all booksellers or from the publishers 
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than the body, and one kneeling in pain 
will be unable to concentrate on the prayers 
that are being offered. The Bible mentions 
many postures for prayer. “He fell on his 
face.” “He stood.” ‘He knelt.” ‘He sat.” 


3. When a request for prayer is made it 
is very easy to begin discussing the ones 
mentioned in the request. Even in the 
most spiritual groups thoughts may begin 
to wander. This request may remind some 
one of a similar experience. Incidents may 
be mentioned, all right in themselves, but 
not for this day. The leader should be on 
the alert to draw the thoughts back gently 
to the hour’s requests. 


4. Many prayer groups are more or less 
of an interdenominational nature, people 
being welcome from all orthodox churches. 
Therefore it is well that minor differences 
in belief be lost sight of. 


5. If members are late, do not keep them 
standing during a long prayer period. Have 
some one appointed to sit near the door 
and quietly indicate that they need not wait 
outside. In bad weather, waiting may be 
very disagreeable, if not dangerous. 


6. Everything that can be done to make 
those who come comfortable will add to 
the popularity of the day. Don’t be care- 
less about ventilation and heat. If it is 
necessary to use stoves, be sure to have 
fresh air or the members may be overcome 
with drowsiness. In summer we use a 
large electric fan, and it is most welcome. 
Do not sit in a room filled with straight 
chairs, if your church has a parlor. People 
will be less tired at the close of the day if 
they can occupy comfortable chairs. 

We rejoice that our church establishea 
a day of fasting and prayer, and we 
know that future blessings are laid up 
in store for us because we thus meet 
to pray monthly, but we do not covet 
this blessing for ourselves alone. We 
desire to share the day’s benefits with 
many other churches. We are praying 
that this may come to pass. Would it 
not be wonderful if large numbers of 
churches of the land would place a day 
of prayer and fasting in their monthly 
program? It is safe to say that the rec- 
ords at the end of the year would be 
different. 

If your church is in financial difficul- 
ties, why not try a day of prayer? The 
Lord might see fit to lift the burden of 
unpaid mortgages, pastor’s back salary 
unpaid, and other financial loads, and 
the members would decide after all that 
“more things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.” But there 
are petitions more important than finan- 
cial ones. One of the saddest things in 
a church’s history is a report sent to 
headquarters at the end of the year in- 
dicating that no one—not even a child 
—has been received on confession of 
his faith during the year. Surely such 
reports will be rare in a church which 
has a day of prayer. In some churches 
cold formalism and indifference to deep 
spirituality are choking the life out of 
the membership. In other churches the 
Devil is getting an entering wedge 
through the pulpit, the pastor intimating 
that the Bible is not the inspired Word 
of God. If such a condition exists in 
your church, try a monthly day of prayer 
and fasting. It may bring either a change 
in the pastor’s heart or a change of 
pastors. 

Will you join us in praying that the 
churches of the land may adopt this 
worth-while addition to their present ac- 
tivities? It would be difficult to estimate 
the results in the life of the nation. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 12. Hands Across Racial Barriers. 
John 13:35; 15:12-17; Acts 17:24-28. (Race 
Relations Sunday.) 


Sunday, February 5 


“All One Body We” (Eph. 4:1-7, 11-13) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—Building together (Neh. 2:17-20). 

Tues.—Co-laborers with God (1 Cor. 3: 
5-11). 

Wed.—Color-line ignored (Acts 8:26-37). 

Thurs.—A Christian social order (Acts 2: 
42-47). 

Fri.—Jesus prayed for unity (John 17:18- 
23). 

Sat.—One God over all (1 Cor. 8:4-6). 











y AST week, in our young people’s 

prayer meeting, we thought about 
the relationship between our own par- 
ticular church and the denomination of 
which it is a part. We learned how 
cur denomination came into being, how 
it had grown, and how it differs from 
other Christian denominations. This 
week we are to see that all Christian 
denominations that hold to the funda- 








UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 
squarely on 
_ the" Bible ‘ 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelica 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 


they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa 


CHEERFUL MESSAGES 
OF COMFORT ‘Sesion 


O} WwW OR 
THE BEREAVED 
Sincere Christian messages of love and compassion by 
men of God, whose experience and years in the minis- 
try qualify them to speak the mellow, heart-warming 
words so greatly needed in times of trial or distress. 


“‘LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED” 
Albert S. Reitz $ .20 


“LOOKING BEYOND” 
William Evans .40 


“THE SHEPHERD PSALM” 














William Evans -40 
“HIS COMFORT” 
Norman B. Harrison 25 
“SUNRISE AT MIDNIGHT” 
W. B. Hinson .20 
“DEATH DEFEATED AND DEFIED” 
R. A. Torrey .20 


Save this list for future reference. By giving one or 
more of these booklets you may be of untold blessing 
to some troubled heart. 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 
Publishers and sellers of the best evangelical literature. 
New illustrated catalogue of nearly 1200 titles, free. 
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mentals of the Christian faith, such as 
the inerrancy of God’s Word, the deity 
of the Lord Jesus, his virgin birth, his 
atoning death on the cross for the sins 
of the world, and his resurrection and 
ascension, make up that great mystical 
body referred to in the Epistles as “the 
Church,” even though there may be 
minor differences of doctrine. 
$e 

It will help us to avoid any mistaken 
notions of the supremacy of one de- 
nomination over the other if we will 
remember that we are clearly told that 
the Head of this great group of be- 
lievers, scattered through all Christian 
denominations, is Christ himself (Eph. 
5:23). He it is who must plan and 
direct and empower, if the work of any 
denomination is to be effective and last- 
ing. Failure and impotence are sure to 
result today, as they did in Paul’s time, 
if any denomination or group fails to 
hold fast the Head (Col. 2:19). 

It is in this Head, the Lord Jesus, that 
the whole body has not only its direc- 
tion and guidance, but also its coher- 
ence (Eph. 4:16). Individual members, 
or groups of members, are tied into 
the body through its Head, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Their effectiveness in 
working with other members of the 
body depends upon their link to him, 
hence it is obvious that co-operation 
and unity of action in carrying out 
God’s will must depend primarily, not 
upon yielding this or that point of dif- 
ference with other denominations, or a 
willingness to compromise on questions 
of faith, but upon allegiance and obedi- 
ence to the Head. It is for this reason 
that any move toward denominational 
unity that calls for the giving up of 
any vital doctrine of the Christian faith 
cannot be of God, because it is primar- 
ily contrary to his revealed plan of hold- 
ing fast the Head. 

5-4 


But there is also another aspect in 
this comparison of the true church to 
a body that we must not overlook. It 
is the importance of the relation of one 
member to another, and the interde- 
pendence that exists between all indi- 
vidual members or groups of members. 
In 1 Corinthians 12 we learn that each 
member of the Body of Christ has some- 
thing to contribute to the other members. 
When one member suffers all suffer. 
When one member is in health a contri- 
bution is made to the health of the whole 
body. Each has his or her particular 
service to render. 

Carrying this thought forward to the 
Christian denominations, or groups of 
members, we see that there is no room 
for an attitude of exclusiveness, or for 
supposing that one group can get along 
without the other. As long as the other 
groups are holding fast the Head, each 
has its contribution to make to the 
health of the whole body, and likewise 
any failing or injury to one affects all, 


se 

But lest we should leave the discus- 
sion of this week’s topic with the 
thought that the work of each denomi- 
nation is so specialized and distinctive 
that there are no fields of common ac- 
tion, we must not fail to point out that 
while the foot cannot do the work of 
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Hymns 
of the 


Christian 
Life 


BOOK of worship in song, com- 
bining a hymnal for general 
church use, and a song book for evan- 
gelistic purposes. Only songs sound 
in the faith and inspirational in char- 
acter included---emphasizing Evangel- 
ism, Missions, and the Deeper Life. 
Many of the new---the best of the old. 
504 Songs Responsive Readings 
Topical Index Gold Embossed 


Published in round notes and Roxite cloth 
edition only at $65.00 per 100---an especially 
low price. Single copy, 85c postpaid. 

Write today for returnable sample copy 
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1512 Third Street 
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tion of children’s songs, choir num- 
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“Into theClouds 


, An amazing new book 
by Dr. A. Brown, 
treating in a masterful 
manner such subjects as: 
The Times of the Gen- 
tiles, Matthew 24, War 
Madness, Distress of 
Nations, Communism, 
Naziism, Fascism, Pales- 
tine and the Jew, The 
Falling Away, The Break 
down of Democracy, The 
Days of Noah, The Great 
Tribulation, World Signs 
etc., etc., etc. 12 chap- 
ters, 220 pages. Cloth, 
only $1.00, postpaid in 
U. S. Add 10c if foreign. 


F andementel Trath Publishers, Findlay, Ohio 
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make money easily selling HANDY WACKS, 
popular household paper items—sell quickly, 
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For People 
Who Are Afraid to Die 


Are You Concerned About Your Future State? 
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“ Will a God of Love Punish His Creatures 
Forever ? “4 Alexander Marshall $ 10 
“Why All ‘Good People’ Will Be Lost” 
J. E. Conant el 0 


“Peril of Unbelief and the Danger of 
Doubt ” D. L. Moody 10 


“ How God Justifies a Sinner ” 


Geo. E. Guille 15 
“Where Are the Dead?” H.C. Marshall .10 


“Looking Beyond ” William Evans .40 
“ The Judgment Seat of Christ” 

Geo. E. Guille (15 
“Death and After” Herbert Lockyer .10 
“ Full Assurance ” H. A.Ironside .20 
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the hand nor the eye that of the ear, 
all may co-ordinate and co-operate in 
furthering the progress of the body as 
a whole. In moving from one place 
to another the foot may be used for 
walking, the hands for guiding, the eye 
for seeing, the ear for hearing, and 
so on. Likewise, there are some fields 
of action in which all Christian denomi- 
nations may and should co-operate for 
mutual help and common service. One 
of the most familiar fields to many of 
us is that of the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety. Under its banner young people 
of ail Christian denominations may come 
together for co-operative action in 
reaching other young people. The 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
the Anti-Saloon League, the Lord’s Day 
Alliance, and conferences for the deep- 
ening of the spiritual life are all forms 
of denominational co-operation that can 
mean much in the advancement of the 
cause of Christ. 
ye 


1. What is my particular denomination 
contributing to the health of the whole 
body of Christ? 


2. Are there any elements of ill health 
in my denomination that may hurt the 
whole Church? 

3. How may we, as young people, co-op- 
erate with young people of other denomi- 
nations in advancing the cause of Christ and 
making him known? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





{ With the New Books 


Scofield Reference Bible. Silver Anni- 
versary Edition. (Oxford University 
Press, New York; may be obtained from 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible, 
1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 
$3.50.) It is a pleasure to all lovers of 
the Word of God to hold in their hands 
a beautiful copy of the Bible. Moreover, 
an attractive edition of the Bible is con- 
ducive to study, for it is pleasant to 
kandle and read a Bible that is well 
bound and well printed. In order to 
commemorate the founding of the Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible twenty-five 
years ago by Dr. C. I. Scofield, the 
School and the Oxford University Press 
have published a new edition of the 
Scofield Reference Bible that combines 
many valuable features. It is printed with 
large type on fine white Bible paper. 
It is bound in blue DuPont fabrikoid, 
which looks and feels like leather, and 
is flexible and durable. It has round 
corners, without overlapping edges, — 
a real advantage for platform use, — 
has a white and a red silk bookmark, and 
is 8% by 5% inches in size. The blue 
binding and the silver edges, silver back 
and side titles, and the School emblem 
in silver on the cover make an unusually 
attractive color scheme. A facsimile of 
Dr. Scofield’s signature stands alone on 
a white page just preceding the title 
page. 

But more valuable than any of the ex- 
ternal features of this Bible, of course, 
are the “helps at hard places,” the con- 
nected topical references to all the 
greater themes of Scripture, annotations, 
revised marginal renderings, summaries, 
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definitions, chronology, index, a new 
system of paragraphs, and explanations 
of seeming discrepancies by Dr. Scofield. 
He was a master of brief, clear, yet eom- 
prehensive definitions in simple lan- 
guage of major Bible truths. He had 
an amazing grasp of the whole teaching 
of Scripture on any given subject, and 
all who have been using his reference 
Bible for the past nearly thirty years 
are well instructed in Christian doctrine. 
This new edition is being eagerly wel- 
comed by a host of Christian people. 


Romans, Verse by Verse. By William 
R. Newell. (Grace Publications Inc., Chi- 
cago, $1.50.) The Epistle to the Romans 
has been well termed one of the most 
important books in the New Testament. 
It is said that St. Chrysostom had this 
Epistle read to him once a week. Luther 
speaks of it as “the chief book of the 
New Testament.” And when a verse- 
by-verse commentary of Romans is pre- 
pared by such a strong and clear Bible 
teacher and evangelist as William R. 
Newell, the reader may rightly expect a 
rare spiritual feast. He will not be dis- 
appointed. Following the text of the 
Revised Version, Mr. Newell’s comments 
are at once rich, full, and vigorous. In 
addition he has brought together, prin- 
cipally in footnotes, the cream of the 
comments of many other -outstanding 
teachers on many verses. While there 
is plenty of “strong meat” in this volume 
to satisfy ministers, Bible teachers, and 
earnest Bible students, the language is 
nevertheless simple, and the teaching 
clear and logical, so that the average 
reader also will find here a wealth of 
material for devotional study in normal, 
victorious, New Testament Christian liv- 
ing. 


The Delusion of British-Israelism. By 
Anton Darms. (Publication Office, “Our 
Hope,” 456 Fourth Ave., New York City, 
$1.) “To the law and to the testimony” 
seems to have been the dominant 
thought in the mind of Mr. Darms as 
he prepared this comprehensive treatise. 
He has here undertaken a critical exam- 
ination of the strange teachings of this 
sect, which asserts that the English peo- 
ple are the direct descendants of the 
“lost” Ten Tribes, and thereby seeks to 
obtain for the British the glorious prom- 
ises of God’s Word concerning Israel’s 
future. Quoting frequently from the 
works of this theory’s proponents, the 
author compares their statements with 
the teachings of the Book, and most ef- 
fectively shows that British-Israelism 
has no basis for its claims in the Word 
of God. He convincingly demonstrates 
that when the Bible speaks prophetically 
of the Jews, it refers to the Israel of 
the Twelve Tribes, and that Palestine, 
not Great Britain, is to be the place of 
Israel’s blessing. Mr. Darms clearly 
shows that, to accept this theory, one 
must wrest the plain statements of 
Scripture and deny the accepted facts of 
history. 


Voices of Twelve Hebrew Prophets. 
By G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York City, $1.25.) 
A master of Bible exposition here se- 
lects a revealing and characteristic text 
from each of the Minor Prophets and 
then gives a thoughtful exposition of the 
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message and spiritual meaning of the 
entire prophecy. He shows the relation 
of each prophet’s message to his own 
day, then gives the predictive element, 
and then applies the principles of the 
message to our own day and time. God 
in his goodness, his might, and his grace 
stand out in shining clearness through 
all of these little known books. Here 
and there are sentences of power and 
richness and beauty that quicken the 
mind and refresh the soul, and impart a 
nugget of truth that makes the reader 
desire to preserve it. There are para- 


‘ graphs that throw a shaft of light on an 


obscure passage or lighten up with new 
wonder the meaning of the most familiar 
words. 


The Human Quest and the Divine 
Plan. By William Hazer Wrighton. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $1.) For earnest students 
of the Word this will prove a very grati- 
fying book. The author is the head of 
the Department of Philosophy in the 
University of Georgia. These studies 
were first prepared by Dr. Wrighton for 
his classes, and have also been used by 
him on his visits to Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Ill. 

The book is written in devotional style, 
and for the most part in simple lan- 
guage. The author suggests that chap- 
ters 2 and 5 be omitted by those who 
find them too philosophical, but most 
readers will want to study the whole 
book. Most clearly do these chapters 
show that “the world by wisdom knew 
not God.” 

Man is seeking some plan by which 
he can deliver himself from the curse. 
Dr. Wrighton is well prepared to show 
how futile this search has been apart 
from God’s Revelation. Then very skill- 
fully this philosopher introduces us to 
God’s plan. Next he shows how this 
plan is applied, and lastly the marvel- 
ous results that flow from it. 

His last chapter on “Overcoming Ag- 
nosticism” is very practical. He shows 
us that the philosophical approach is not 
the effective way to win souls. He says: 
“Philosophy does not give us assurance, 
even though it is valuable in teA&ching 
us to do reflective thinking. The Word 
of God gives us such confidence.” Here 
is the truth, which comes saturated with 
the Word, from a teacher who has paid 
heed to the injunction of Paul, “Be- 
ware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit.” This book 
is very greatly needed on the campuses 
of our neo-pagan world. 


Children in Court. By Malcolm Hat- 
field. (The Paebar Co., Inc., 220 W. For- 
ty-second St., New York City, $2.) Where 
is to be placed the blame for the fact 
that some 80,000 young people under 
the age of twenty-one years—some of 
them mere children—are arrested in 
this country each year? What can be 
done to stop this alarming trend? A 
Judge of the Juvenile Court has made 
a long and earnest study of the differ- 
ent problems and factors that enter into 
the making of child offenders. From his 
own experience and observation he has 
gathered a mass of information of in- 
estimable value to the parent, teacher, 
pastor, educator, social worker, and all 
who have anything to do with the train- 
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ing of young people. The book is made 
up of brief, telling, concrete illustrations 
and incidents from real life that speak 
for themselves. They are classified into 
chapters showing the relation of juvenile 
delinquency to the home, school, church, 
community, politics, government, eco- 
nomics. It is not a religious book. It 
is written entirely from the point of 
view of a judge in court, who is evi- 


dently a keen, kindly, clear-visioned man. 


His analysis of situations and his sug- 
gestions for remedying them are force- 
ful and intensely practical. 


I Believe.—Addresses on the Apostles’ 
Creed. By Howard W. Ferrin. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York City, $1.50.) 
In these confused times we need strong 
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This fascinating Fundamental magazine 3 months for 
25c, and new book ‘‘ ‘The Seven Sevens of Prophetic 
Wonders”’ (96 pages 60c) FREE. Arare bargain. Send 
coin or stamps today. 


FRED JOHN MELDAU, Editor, 2909 Umatilla, Denver, Colo. 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 









Every Revival springs 
from the BIBLE. 


With individuals, Sunday Schools, or Nations, revival and spiritual 


growth depend upon the full acceptance and teaching of God’s 
Word. Your school can 


grow as others are growing 
if you join the great move- 
ment “Back-to-the-Bible.” 


The All Bible Graded 
Series of Sunday School Les- 


sons answers the rising need 
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affirmations of the Christian faith. Dr. 
Ferrin has written such a contribution; 
it is built around the simple, positive 
declarations of the Apostles’ Creed. The 
origin of this creed is rather nebulous. 
Harnack believed it originated in Rome 
about the middle of the second century. 
Certainly the Church Fathers such as 
Ignatius, Justin, Irenzeus, and Tertullian 
employed statements which remind us 
of the Creed, and there are indications 
in their writings that something like 
it was in use during the time of the 
Apostles. The longevity of the Creed 
supports its validity as a terse symbol 
of the great doctrines of Christianity. 
Dr. Ferrin is president of the Providence 
Bible Institute, and brings to his present 
publication the result of extensive re- 
search and wide experience as a teacher 
of the Word. There is need for a com- 
prehensive exposition of the ancient 
Creed, and so this one is very timely. 
Would that all who repeat the Creed 
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might read such a book and thus have 
better understanding of what they utter 
when they use it in the worship of God. 


Was Christ Virgin Born? By Herbert 
Lockyer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., 25 cents.) There is a great wealth 
of Bible teaching concentrated in this 
brochure. The author legitimately 
stresses the importance of the doctrine 
of the virgin birth. His discussion takes 
into consideration the existence of er- 
rors concerning it. He then delves into 
the Scriptural testimony and expounds 
authenticating passages with clear in- 
sight and with loyalty to consistent 
truth. While the arguments employed 
are not wholly original they are very 
conveniently assembled in a modest 
priced medium, which makes distribu- 


“tion all the more possible. 


Notes on the Gospel of Mark. By Al- 
bert Barnes. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 


The. 
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author was a former pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. ‘In 
his preaching he followed the expository 
method. The members of his congrega- 
tion desired the notes of his expositions, 
and so Dr. Barnes prepared them in 
book form. During his thirty-seven 
years of preaching in Philadelphia he 
produced notes on all the New Testa- 
ment and on portions of the Old Testa- 
ment. The volume before us is a re- 
print of his notes on the Gospel of Mark. 
Part of the text is printed on the upper 
part of each page with explanatory notes 
below. The notes are simple and in- 
tended apparently for popular reading 
rather than for intensive study. There 
is every indication of painstaking study 
in their preparation. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 30 to February 3 


Mon.—Acts 1:6-11. Witnesses for Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Witnesses.” The 
Spirit alone can impart power for ef- 
fectual witness for Christ. ‘“Strength- 
ened... according to his glorious power” 
we are enabled to give, inside the 
Church and outside, a telling witness to 
the saving Gospel. We have not received 
the Spirit of fear; but of power, so that 
we may tell to all around what a dear 
Saviour we have found. Pray for Co- 
lumbia Bible College, Columbia, S. C. 


Tues.—Acts 2:1-13. The Day of Pentecost. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pentecost.” This 
memorable day was precious to Paul 
(Acts 20:16). Celebrated by the Jews as 
the day when the firstfruits were 
brought in, and that on which the Law 
was reputed to have been given on 
Sinai, Paul loved that day chiefly be- 
cause on it the Spirit was given from 
Heaven. This festival of thanksgiving 
should be appreciated by all who know 
the necessity for the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church. Pray for Service 
Men’s Prayer Fellowship, 944 Twenty- 
second Street, San Diego, Calif. 


Wed.—<Acts 2:14-18. Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Filled with the 
Holy Ghost. This explains his insight 
into the Word, his passion and compas- 
sion in utterance, and his success as a 
minister of Christ. Witnesses in divine 
power are the only effective witnesses 
for Christ. Peter “had been with Jesus, 
and learned of him” what, and how to. 
preach. His Christlikeness appears in 
verses seventeen to nineteen in chapter 
three. Pray for Hampden Dubose 
Academy, Orlando, Fla. 


Thurs.—Acts 2:36-42. 
The Result of Peter’s Preaching. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Three thousand 
souls.” This spiritual effect has never 
been surpassed. Greater numbers of 
“converts” have been recorded, but 
never, as far as anyone knows, have as 
many been “added to the Lord” at one 
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time. Failure must always lie at our 
{ door, as success lies within the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Spiritual cause and 
effect are still the same. Efficient preach- 
| ing has one person —the Spirit — as the 
Agent, and a Spirit-filled man as the 
instrument. Pray for Pacific Garden 
Mission, 650 S. State Street, Chicago. 


Fri.—Acts 11:1-18. Guided by the Spirit. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: I am with thee. 

When God is both Guardian and Guide 
l life will be tinged with the supernatural. 
A blessed life is to be led of the Spirit 


in associations, conversations, and minis- 
trations. Particular providences fill the 
life of one who loves the Lord, and who 
walks in the Spirit. Pray for the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 1201 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Hebrews 10:19-25. 
Encouragement to Worship. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Exhorting one 
another.” Love for the adoration of 
God comes from the Spirit and the Word. 
The habit of public worship and of pri- 
vate devotion comes generally through 
the ministrations of the godly. Chris- 
tians, being their brother’s keeper, 
should encourage fellow worshipers. Ex- 
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hort one another. Pray for the Central 
American Mission, 3611 Congress Street, 
Dallas, Tex. 
Sun.—Psalm 84:1-12. Blessings of the Sanctuary. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts!” 
He who loves the worship of God is cer- 
tain to love all who serve God. One 
who loves God will love his brother 
also. Being of a social nature redeemed 
man finds his delight with the people of 
God. The delights of the sanctuary are 
incalculable. They are foretastes of 
Heaven itself. Pray for the New York 
Gospel Mission to the Jews, 171 Avenue 
A, New York City. 
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These character-building Story Papers are a 
direct means to that end. They are a sound 
investment in Sunday-school success. 


They Have Instant Appeal! 
They Are Stimulating! 








They Are Challenging! 





They encourage individual participation 
They build up Sunday-school attendance 
They strengthen Sunday-school loyalty 
They apply Christian principles to daily life 
They develop Christian leadership 

They offer personal help to readers 

They point the way to Christian achievement 


THEY ARE HIGHEST IN QUALITY AND LOWEST IN PRICE 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S WEEKLY— 


for those 18-22. 16 pages. 
scription per quarter. 


THE BOYS’ WORLD and THE GIRLS’ COMPANION— 
for boys and girls 12-17, Each 8 pages. Club rate. to 
either publication, 12 cts. each subscription per quarter. 


WHAT TO DO— 

for children 9-11. 8 pages weekly. 
Club rate, 12 cts. each subscrip- 
tion per quarter. 
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Club rate, 17 cts. each sub- 


DEW DROPS— 
for youngsters 6-8. Club rate, 
6% cts. each subscription per 


quarter, 
LITTLE LEARNER’S — 


for the tiny tots 3-5. 
3 cts. each 
quarter. 


Club rate, 
subscription per 
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1. Gray’s Commentary 2. Smith’s Bible 3. Cruden’s Complete 
on the Bible 2) JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. Dictionary Concordance 
Svaae Was esas of the Every Subject, Person, Place or Event in Nearly 100,000 References, Notes, 
Over 350,000 Words, 443 Double Column Pages, The Bible Treated with Fullness and Proper Names, in Consecutive 
Over 25,000 Questions, Index. Fidelity. Order. 

“At last! A truly competent American commentary This is the only American edition of the For over a century and a half 
on the Bible in one volume at a price within the reach abridgment made by Dr. Smith from his this work has held its place as an 
of all—never, in a really popular sense, met before. great encyclopedic work. indispensable Bible reference help. 

“This is eminently the Commentary of the people. No Containing every name in the Bible, it Everyone, whether ordained Minis- 
Sunday-school teacher can afford to be without it, and gives an account of each of the books of ter, Lay fFreacher, Evangelist, 
in any Christian home it will enrich the family devo- the Bible; an explanation of the civil and Scripture Reader, Missionary, or 
tions, answer the children’s questions, and stimulate the religious institutions, the manners and Sunday School Teacher will appre- 
study of the sacred Oracles. customs of the Jews, as well as of the ciate its indispensable help. This 

“It seems to me that no English-speaking Christian various nations alluded to in the Scrip- unabridged edition enables one, 
can afford to be without this book. He will rise from tures. with the smallest amount of labor 
its study with more sermons than he will live long New edition profusely illustrated, in- and in the shortest time, to select 
enough to preach.” cluding many added illustrations, valuable all the Scripture passages neces- 

—Dr. C. I. SCOFIELD in maps, engravings of ancient cities, and sary to illustrate a subject or in 
“The Sunday School Times.” memorable places, etc. terpret a theme. 


Why Deprive Yourself Longer of the Best Bible Study Tools? 











Use this quick-service four- Fleming H. Revell Compeny S.S.T.1-39. 
payment COUPON offer. 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Clip off the whole coupon. = 4.. the enclosed $1.00 ship at once the Bible Students’ 














a g, Pin $1.00 to it (check or Working Library in three Large Octavo Volumes (all 
money-order—cash is risky) charges prepaid). I have indicated at the left how I will 
and indicate below how you pay the balance of $4.95. 

7 will pay $4.95 balance. 
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